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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. 
PAY OF PURSERS. 
[ To accompany bill H. R. No, 573.) 
FEBRUARY 20, 1838. 
Mr. Incuam, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, made the following 
REPORT: 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was referred 
a bill of the last session, to establish and regulate the 
navy ration, to regulate the pay and emoluments of 
pursers, and to improve the condilion of seamen in 
the service of the United States, have had the same 
under consideration, and submit the folitwing repori: 
The subject of regulating the pay and emoluments 

of pursers in the navy, to which this repoit and the 

accompanying bill are confined, is one of considera- 
ble importance, and occupied, in some measure, the 
attention of the appropriate committee during the 
last Congress. It relates not only to the amount of 
compensation to be received by the purser, but the 
manner of ascertaining it; and must, as a necessary 





consequence, essentially affect the petty officers and | 


seamen. 

«The whole compensation received by the purser 
from the Government, in the largest vessels of the 
navy afloat, will fall short of fourteen hundred dollars, 
and in a schooner will be less than half that amount ; 
an allowance so entirely inadequate to requite the 
duties performed and the responsibility incurred, that 
it would be impossible to procure the services of com- 
petent persons, were it not for other inducements. 
The purser has therefore been authorized to charge 
an advance upon the articles which he furnishes on 
his own account to the sailors, varying from twenty- 
five tosixty percent. ‘The amount of profits arising 
from this source is uncertain, and depends upon the 
capacity for business, the conscience, and the integ- 
rity of the purser, and upon the vigilance, the plian. 
cy, and partiality of the commander of the vessel, in 
whose power it is to exercise a very important con- 
trol over the emoluments of the purser: but it is be- 
lieved that it may be fairly estimated to be equivalent 
to ten dollars a year for each petty officer and seaman 
on board frigates and larger vessels, and to ten and a 
half and eleven doliars in vessels of a smaller size.” 

Not only is the sailor thus unjustly and cruelly 
taxed for the benefit of the purser, but, under the 
operation of the rule, the compensation of the pur- 
ser is sometimes entirely inadequate, while in others 
it is believed to amount to a very large sum, great- 
ly disproportionate to the services rendered or re- 
sponsibilities incurred. 

It will be observed that under the present system 
he is paid, first by a stated salary of forty dollars per 


month, and two rations per day; secondly, by an al-: 


lowance upon the value of slop-clothing issued ; and 
thirdly, and principally, by an advance on the arti- 
cles which he furnishes the sailors ‘on his own ac- 
count. This mode of compensating a public officer 
for the performance of a public duty is manifestly 
wrong, as it is liable to great and flagrant abuses ; nor 
are the committee able to perceive any good reason 
whatsoever for adopting it. It not only renders the 
amount received uncertain, and incapable of being 
reduced toa certainty, except by the purser himself 
and the accounting officer, but in many cases greatiy 
exceeds the maximum which ever could have been 
contemplated by Congress. Why should not the com- 
pensation of a purser be fixed and certain, so that the 
public may know what it is, as well as that of any 
other public agent for receiving and disbursing the 
public moneys. 





| The duties of a purser are complex and arduous, 
and eutitle him toa full and liberal compensation 5 
| but these considerations do not conduce at all to prove 
that he should be exorbitantly paid, or that the amount 
of his compensation should be hidden under com. 
missions, advances, or alight else, from the publi¢ 
view. 

The documents accompanying this report render it 
unnecessary to consider the subject further. 

In conformity with these views, the committee re- 
| port a bill, in which they unanimously concur, pro- 
| viding for certain and fixed salaries as the only com- 
| pensation to be allowed. These salaries, though am- 





if 
| ple, will not, in the opinion of the committee, afford 
jimore than a fair compensation for the services render- 


i 
} 


‘ed, the responsibilities incurred, and_ the incidental 
|} losses whigh are usually sustained, and are somewhat 
less than the amount received under the present 
system. 

Navy DepartTMENT, February 2, 1838. 

Str: I have the honor toreturn, herewith, bill No, 
&34, of the House of Representatives, which was re- 
ferred to the Navy Commissioners. 

They have made two reports upon this, as well as 
upon a similar bill from the Senate: one as to the na- 
vy ration, and the other as to the residue of the bill; 
copies of which Teuclose to you. I entirely concur 
with the Commissioners in the opinions which they 
have expressed. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 

M. DICKERSON. 
Hon. Samve. INGHAM, 
House of Representatives. 


P.S. Lenclose, for your information, a tabular 

‘statement of the expenditures made by the pursers at 

the several navy yards, in the consecutive years 1834, 

1835, and 1836. 

Tabular statement of the expenditures made by the pur- 
sers al the several navy yards and stations of Ports- 
mouth, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Washington, Norfolk and Pensacola, for the three 
conseculive years 1834, 1835, and 1836. 





1834. 1835. 1836. 





Portsmouth, 
Boston, 

New York, 
Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, 


$35,080 
180,125 
179,631 
90,785 
33,026 


75 
81 
38 
57 
82 


$66,176 
202,466 
207,842 
128,506 

48,574 


96 
13 
24 
76 
0s 


$60,811 35 
289,570 29 
408,794 80 
218,454 22 

51,338 96 





Washington, 
Norfolk, 
Pensacola, - 


95,882 
300,371 
76,209 


22 
72 


84 


150,852 
371,498 
68,192 


20 
03 
88 


157,842 02 
436,858 01 
70,986 46 














Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, 
January 30, 1838. 

Sir: In conformity with your instructions, the 
Board of Navy Commissioners have examined the 
bills from the Senate and from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which relate to the navy ration, and com- 
pensation of the pursers of the navy, and have now 
the honor to state their views upon that portion of 
those bills which relates to the pursers. It appears 
desirable that the amendments which have been made 
in the 10th and 13th lines of the 6th section of the 
bill from the Senate, should also be made in the 10th 


and 13th lines of the 6th section of the bill from the 
House. 
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The expediency of amending the 7th section of the 
bills by inserting the words “ person in,”* between the 
words “for” and * the,” where they first occur in the | 
4th line, and by striking out the word « is” in the| 
same section from the 10th line in the bill from} 
the Senate, and the 9th line in the bill from the House | 
of Representatives, and inserting in its stead the! 
words ** may be deemed,” is respectfully suggested. | 
The sections 8, 11, and 14, of the bill from the | 
Senate, and sections 8 and 11 of the bill from the| 
House of Representatives, appear to embrace, in the | 
opinion of the Board, subjects which can be better) 
arranged by executive regulations than by law. All! 
the material provisions of the Sth section are now em | 
braced by the existing regulations of the Navy and 
Treasury Departments, and, so long as they are left 
to regulations, these may be modified as may be found | 
necessary. | 

The provisions of the 11th section, if enacted as_ 
law, might, in the opinion of the Board, impose res- | 
trictions upen the Department that would sometimes | 
be unfavorable to the public interests. As a general | 
rule, it seems to be conceded that the particular man- 
ner in which persons connected with military or na- | 
val service shall be employed, can be best regulated | 
by executive authority and regulation; nor do the! 
Board perceive any good reason why the pursers| 
should form an exception to such general practice. 

Section 14th of the Senate bill appears to be un- | 
necessary, since it merely declares that pursers may | 
actas prize-agents when duly appointed by the par- | 
ties interested ; a privilege which they now enjoy, in| 
common with all others, without legislation. 

The 9th section of the Senate bill, and of that of the | 
House of Representatives, both propose to grant an | 
assistant to the purser in vessels of certain classes. | 
The Senate bill proposes to grant this assistant in ad- | 
dition to the steward,which is now allowed. Both bills | 
propose that this assistant should be left to the selection | 
of the purser, subject only to the approbation of the) 
commander, and that he shall be entitled to the pri- | 
vileges of a steerage, or, in other words, of a war- 
rant officer. 

The first question which presents itself is, whether | 
additional assistance is necessary to enable the purser | 
to perform his duties, without imposing upon him 
and his present assistant or steward an undue or in- 
jurious amount of labor; and if any further assistance | 
should be considered necessary in any, then in what 
class of vessels. 

The Board are aware that, for some years past, 
pursers have frequently paid their stewards a sum in 
addition to that allowed by the Government, for the 
alleged purpose, as the Board have understood, of 
obtaining persons who would be more competent to 
aid them in keeping their accounts, than could be ob- 
tained at the wages allowed by the Government. 
With the aid of these persons, however, there does | 
not appear to have been any difficulty in performing 
the duties of purser in any class of our vessels, at any 
time; and it is believed that, at an earlier period, the 
duties of pursers were well performed in vessels, 
with the ald only of the stewards who were obtain- 
ed at Government wages. To enable the Board 
to forma more correct opinion of the relative duties 
of the pursers at this time, and at former periods, 
they addressed a letter to the Fourth Auditor for in- 
formation; and from his reply, it appears that no in- 
crease has been lately made, or is now contemplated, 
in the duties of those officers. Copies are annexed, 








marked A and B. 

Taking these circumstances into consideration, the 
Board are of opinion that no additional assistance is 
or will be required in vessels below the class of a 
frigate. 

For vessels of that class, and for ships of the line, 
they would recommend that a “clerk” should be al- 
lowed to the purser, in addition to the steward, to be 
nominated by the purser, and subject to the approval 











of the commander of the vessel or of the squadron. 
This arrangement can be made, and the compensation 
be established, as is now done at some of the navy 
yards; and, if deemed expedient, the compensation of 
stewards of sloops of war or other vessels can be 
raised by order of the President, under existing laws, 
and without further legislation. Unless, therefore, it 
shall be deemed preferable to regulate by law than to 
leave these subjects to the discretion of the Execu- 
live, no further legislation appears to be necessary 
upon this subject. 

In case it should be deemed proper to regulate the 
subject by law, the Buard would respectfully suggest 


that the annual compensation of the purser’s clerk 


should be, when employed in ships of the line, six 
hundred and fifty dollars; and when employed in fri- 
gates five hundred dollars, and one ration per day. 

The extension of the privilege of a warrant or 
steerage officer, by law, to a person who is appointed 
in the mode proposed, is deemed inconsistent with 
naval usage; and the Board recommend that it be 
left subject to regulation, or the discretion of the 
commander of the vessel. 

The sections of the bills from the two Houses of 
Congress, which propose to regulate the compensa- 
tion of pursers when employed, vary materially in 
their provisions. That from the Senate proposes a 
per centage upon expenditures, in addition to certain 
salaries; and that from the House proposes fixed sa- 
laries, without other regard to their disbursements 
than those which may naturally be presumed from 
the situations in which they may be employed. 

Both propositions have advantages and disadvanta- 
ges which are peculiar to each, and differences of 
opinion may exist as to which may, upon the whole, 
be preferable. 

When the expenditure or other contingency will, in 
all cases, furnish an adequate compensation to those 
who would receive the least, by the charge of a uni- 
form per centage, some of the objections which 
might be urged against its application to very large 
amounts mighthe removed by a provision which 
shoula establish a maximum sum that might be deemed 
a suflicient compensation under any circumstances ; 
but even this, by leaving the compensation of many 
uncertain, and in a great degree unknown would fre- 
quently lead to very erroneous estimates by different 
persons, and would be calculated to produce dissatis- 
faction. 

The Board are, therefore, of opinion that a fixed 
compensation for the pursers is preferable to a com- 
pensation which is contingent upon the amount of 
moneys which may be expended by them. 

The Senate bill proposes for pursers, when employ- 
ed in vessels, a certain per centage upon the amount 
of pry accruing to the officers and others in a vessel 
during the time the purser is‘charged with her ac- 
counts, in addition to a fixed salary, to be regulated 
by his length of service, and toa per centage on any 
other disbursements he may make, excepting for 
provisions received from the public stores. If this 
per centage was made applicable to the amount of 
pay only which might accrue to the officers and crew, 
the amount could be so readily ascertained, that a rate 
of per centage might be established which would se- 
cure any given rate of compensation that might be 
deemed desirable. 

If, however, the per centage is to apply to other dis- 
bursements, the amount could not be estimated with 
any degree of accuracy, and its practical effects might 
be very different from the intentions of those who 
should authorize it. For example: it is usual, when 
it is necessary for bills to be drawn for the wauts of 
a squadron on foreign service, when no agent is pre- 
sent, for the purser of that vessel in which the com- 
mander of the squadron may be, to draw bills for all 
that may be required for the squadron. Upon these 
bills, wen approved by the commander of the squad- 
ron, the purser receives the proceeds, which he pays 
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over to other pursers, as required for the respectiv 
vessels, and which they afterwards disburse for their 
use. In this case the per centage would, under the 
bill, be twice paid by the Government on the amount 
thus paid over, and the purser of the ship of the com- 
manding officer of the squadron would receive more 
than a fair proportion, according to the actual expen- 
ses of the vessel to which he was attached. 

Ii, therefore, it should be deemed preferable to grant 
a per centage instead of a fixed sum, it seems to be 
desirable that it should be confined to the actual 
amount of pay which should accrue to the officers 
and others attached to the vessel, whilst they were 
borne for payon the books of the vessel, during the 
time the purser should be charged with and accounia- 
ble for the same; or, if extended to all his disburse- 
ments, excepting for provisions, then to be limited to 
an amount which, together with his regular pay, 


should not exceed a certain specified sum, according | 


to the class of the vessel in which he may be em- 
ployed. 

The graduation of the pay of unemployed pursers, 
according to their length of service, does not seeim to 
rest upon as strong reasons as those which induced 
that graduation for the medical corps. The medical 
officers cannot anticipate, with any degree of certain- 
ty, other emolument than their established pay. The 
pursers, on the contrary, according to the propositions 
of the bill, are to receive those appointments which 
will carry with them an increase of compensation, as 
they advance in the term of their service. These 
contingent employments, if the compensation attach- 
ed to them is liberal, which it is hoped may be the 
case, will be fully equivalent to any advantage which 
the medical officers can ever hope to realize from the 
increase of compensation accruing from their length 
of service. With these impressions, the Board think 
it would be preferable that the unemployed, or leave- 
of-absence and the furlough pay, should be the same 
for all pursers, instead of being graduated according 
to their length of service. 

With respect to the rate or amount of compensation, 
the Board are of opinion that it should be ample to se- 
eure the services of intelligent and honorable men, 
and to fully remunerate them for their labors, their 
risks, and their responsibilities. Whether the plan of 
a fixed compensation, or one dependent upon dis- 
bursements, be adopted, the compensation determined 
upon should be cesignated as in full for all services 
that may be required of them connected with the na 
val service, and as entiiling the Government to their 
undivided services. 

Having regard to these considerations, the Board 
are of opinion that the amounts proposed by the bill 
from the House of Representatives, for pursers when 
employed in vessels in commission, will be a liberal 
compensation for their services and responsibilities. 

The proposed compensation for pursers when em- 
ployed in navy yards, appears too small for the larger 
yards, at which great expenditures are made, and 
much labor and responsibility imposed. The Board 
respectfully suggest, therefore, the expediency of 
either establishing two rates of pay, giving the same 
compensation to the pursers of the large yards, 
or yards of the first class, as in frigates; and for the 
smaller yards or stations, the same as in sloops of 
war; or to authorize the President to regulate their 
pay, so as not to exceed that which may be establish- 
ed for frigates, nor be less than that established for 
sloops of war. 

With respect to their compensation when on leave 
of ahsence, or on furlough, the compensation as at pre- 
sent established for Lieutenants of the navy, under 
similar circumstances, is respectfully suggested as 
proper for the pursers. 

It may be proper to remark, that, by the present 
phraseology of the bill from the Senate, the 10th sec- 
tion refers generally to all disbursing officers, when 
granting the three and a half per cent. commission ; 


whilst the subsequent exceptions only relate to the 
articles of provisions on board vessels, and pursers of 
navy yards. This, taken in connexion with the re- 
pealing clause, would give the navy agents a right to 
charge and receive the three and a half per cent. up- 
on all their disbursements; which it is presumed was 
not intended, as it would, in some cases, be upwards 
of thirty thousand dollars per annum. 

The 12th section of the bill from the Honse of Re- 
presentatives, and the 13th of that from the Senate, 
seem to be very desirable. 

The expediency of amending the 13th section of 
| the bill from the House, and the 15th of that from the 
Senate, by striking out the words “ for approval,” im 
the 3d line of both, is respectfully suggested. _ 

When these words have been inserted in other ca- 
ses somewhat similar, they have been construed to 
| prohibit the operation of regulations prepared, until 
Congress should give them their express approbation 
Itseems to be important that the regulations which 
the law may render necessary, should be ready to 
take effect contemporaneously with the changes 
which the law contemplates; and, as no regulations 
which might be prepared would have any legal effect, 
if they were contrary to the law, it is respectfully re- 
commended that the law should permit the regulations 
and the provisions of the law to go into effect at the 
sane time. 

In the last sections of the two bills, provision is 
made for the time when the law should go into effect. 
Believing it to be of considerable importance that the 
changes proposed should take effect at nearly the 
same time, and that sufficient time should be allowed: 
for communicating the necessary information, and 
making the arrangements which the proposed changes. 
of the ration and the pursers’ duties will require, the- 
Board are of opinion that it will be advisable to estab- 
lish the first day of January next asthe period when 
the provisions of the law shall take eflect. 

The bills and other papers referred to the Board; 
are herewith returned. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect,. 


your obedient servant, 
I, CHAUNCEY.. 





Hon. Mautron Dickerson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


A. 
Navy CommisstonERs’ OFFIcE, 
January 25, 1838. 

Sir: The bills for regulating the pay and allow. 
anees of pursers, which have been reported by the 
Committees of Congress, have been referred to this 
Board for their views upon them, 

To enable the Board to form a correct opinion up- 
on some of the propositions, they request you will be 
pleased to inform them whether the existing regula. 
tions of your office, or those which you propose soon 
to issue, will impose more duties or labor upon the 
pursers than were imposed by the regulations which 
existed some twenty or thirty years since. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. CHAUNCEY.. 
Joun C, Picxerr, Esq., Fourth duditor. 


B. 
TreAsorY DEPARTMENT, 
Fourth Audttor’s Office, January 26, 1838, 
Srr: I have the honor to state, in reply to your 
letter of the 25th instant, concerning the duties of 
pursers, that the existing regulations of this office, 
and those proposed soon te be issued, do not impose 
more duties or labor on those officers than were re- 
quired of them by the regulations twenty or thirty 
years since. 
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PICKETT, Auditor. 
Commodore I. CHAaUNCEY, 
President Board Navy Commissioners. 
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Navy ComMIssionErs’ OFFICE, 
February 8, 1838. 


Str: Incompliance with your verbal request, the | 


Board of Navy Commissioners have arranged their 
views in relation to the Navy ration and the com- 
 aabeaprese of parsers, in the form of bills, which they 
ave the honor to transmit herewith. 
Upon a further examination of the subject, they 
have proposed to increase the compensation for pur- 


' 
| 


i 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| MISCELLANY. 





From the Albany Argus. 
HONOR TO MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT. 
On the return of this distinguished officer from the 
western frontier, he spent a few days in this city ; 
and received the attentions.of our citizens and of 
strangers. The gentlemen boarding at Congress Hall, 


sers of vessels of less than six guns, to fifteen hun-| where General Scott had taken his quarters, on 


dred dollars, instead of twelve hundred dollars, for- 


Thursday afternoon last conceived the idea of in- 


merly proposed. This change is proposed, that the | viting him to a supper, in testimony of their respect 
compensation for pursers, when employed, nay in | for his character and services. It was a sudden and 
all cases be greater than when unemployed, which spontaneous movement, which allowed time to invite 
would not be the case if the former proposition had | a few only of their friends in the city to unite with 


been adopted. 


them. Notwithstanding the short notice, Mr. Lan- 


They have also thought it expedient to specify ‘don, the keeper of Congress Hall, prepared an elegant 
**stations,’? which are not named in the former bill, | Supper, at which the company was seated at about 6 


but which exists at Baltimore, and kas been contein- 
plated at Charleston, South Carolina. At these pla- 
ces, and in receiving vessels, the duties of the pursers 
and their responsibilities may vary greatly by cireum- 
stances which cannot be well foreseen. ‘The Board 
have thought it but just to the pursers that authority 
should be vested in the President of the United States 
to regulate their compensation within certain limits, 
with reference to those variations. 

Although the Board still remain of the opinion that 
the subject of allowing ‘clerks’ to the pursers can 
be better arranged by regulation than by law, yet, as 
they are ignorant of the views of the committee on 
this subject, they have proposed a separate section, 
embracing their views of the situations in which they 
may be allowed, and the compensation which would 
be proper for them, for such disposition as the com- 
mittee may deem proper. 

The papers left by you at this office are herewith 
returned, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. SamveL_Ineuam, Chairman of 
Naval Committee, Ho. of Reps. 
Estimate of pursers’ compensation at the different navy; 
yards, and in each class of vessels while in commission, 
under the provisions of the Senate bill; the calculation 
of commissions being based upon the amount of anwual 
expenditures, communicated June 10, 1836. 





























Amount ofCommis- Salary 
annual dis-/sions at 43d five} Total. 
bursements percent.) years. 

Navy yard, | 
Portsmouth | $66,167 96'$330 88) $1,400! $1,730 88 
Boston 202,466 13/1,012 33) 1,400} 2,412 38 
New York, | 207,942 24/1,039 21} 1,400) 2,439 21 
Philadelphia | 128,506 76} 643 53) 1,400) 2,048 53 
Washington | 150,852 20) 754 26) 1,400) 2,154 26 
Norfolk 371,498 03)1,857 4'| 1,400) 3,257 49 

FR rman 68,192 88} 340 96} 1,400} 1,740 96 
altimore sta- : 
tion 48,574 08} 242 87} 1,400} 1,642 87 

Commis- 

sions at 

34 t. 

Seventy-fours, sd 

Ist class | 176,059 79/6,162 09} 1,400} 7,562 09 
2d class 153,977 25)5,339 20} 1%400| 6,789 20 
Frigate,1stclass| 103,732 55)3,630 63) 1,400) 5,030 63 
Qdclass| 93,115 12/2,909 02) 1,400; 4,309 02 

Sloop of war 
Istclass | 47,134 47/1,649 70| 1,400} 3,049 7 

Sch’r Ist class | 20,286 39} 710 02| 1,400) 2,11) 02 

PRINTING 


Of every description, neatly executed 
at this Office. 


| 
| 








o’clock, with Lieut. Gov. TRAcy as President, and 


|Joun A. Kine, Esq., of the Assembly, as Vice Pre- 


sident. Gov. Marcy soon joined the festive circle, 
upon invitation. ‘The evening was spent in the hi- 
larity and joy which the presence of a guest so re- 
spected and beloved was calculated to produce. 
Among the sentiments given on the occasion, we have 
obtained only the following : 

Lieut, Gov. Tracy remarked, that in offering a sen- 
timent, he felt quite sure none more acceptable to the 
company here assembled could be given, than one 
having reference to the distinguished gentleman who 
has honored us with his presence on this occasion. 
He then gave— 

Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott—His gallant bearing as 
an officer, and his honorable and patriotic devotion to 
his country, deserve our highest praise. 

In returning thanks, General Scott spoke to this ef- 
fect : 

Mr. President, Mr. Vice President, gentlemen— 
I may say ina word—friends! Met, as we are, by 
your spontaneous kindness, and taken, as I am, en- 
tirely by surprise, | know not how to make my 
thanks for the compliment paid me. When I reflect 
that I stand in the capital of ‘the Empire State,” 
in the presence of her Chief Magistrate, with whom 
I have had the honor to be associated on the frontiers, 
in the common service of the Union, in the midst of 
events the most critical and important—events which, 
with the least neglect or indiscretion on our part, 
might have led to another invasion of our sovereignty, 
and plunged this nation into war, and which, by his 
presence and aid, were turned to the account of peace; 
that I stand in the presence of her Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, and that of many of her most distinguished 
inembers of the Senate and Assembly, mixed up with 
many other highly respectable functionaries and citi- 
zens; I say that I might well falter, after hours of 
preparation, instead of seconds, in expressing my 
thanks for the elegant but too flattering address that 
has been received with so much applause. 

Born ina distant State, I feel that by commission, 
I belong to every part of the Union. More than 
twenty years of my public services have been passed 
within and about this great and enlightened coynmu- 
nity. She has principally witnessed my endeavors 
in behalf of our common country, and if her sons 
have ever been pleased to judge me too partially, the 
generosity is theirs; mine the excess of obligation. 

I beg leave to tender this toast: : 

The State of New York—The first in population, 
as the first in all other elements which give power. 
Through peace and war, in her hands are peculiarly 
lodged the mighty destinies of this Union. 

Subsequently, when Gen. S. had been highly com- 
plimented by several younger generals and gentlemen, 
claiming to be “the elder, not the better soldier,” he 
asked to give this sentiment, borrowed he said, from 
the younger Pliny : 

May all who consider my example worthy of imi- 
tation, far excel the model they have chosen. 
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And again he, after adverting to the fact that the 
State volunteers lately under his command, without 
distinction as to political parties, had rallied (roin 
their homes, for the protection of national suve- 
reignty, and the support of the obligations of neu- 
trality ; he toasted the brigades of Generals Burt and 
Randall. 

After a few prefatory remarks from the Vice 
President, Mr. J. A. Kirg, in which he spoke of 
the prompt and decided course adopted by the Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate of this State on a recentoccasion, 
and of the motives which induced him to proceed 
with the distinguished officer now at his side, to 
the scene of excitement, and recently of outrage,on the 
Niagara frontier, and of the beneficial results which 
their combined presence had accoinplished, he gave— 

The Governor of the State of New York. 

Alter the rest of the company had been called up- 
on for their sentiments, the Vice President request- 
ed and received permission to give another toast; 
when he proceeded to say that he desired to fill up, 
in some degree, the outline which had been sketched 
by the President on this occasion, of the character 
and services of our distinguished guest; he desired to 
add to the well-earned laurels of the tried and faithful 


soldier, the civic wreath; to mingle the feelings and | 


sympathies of friendship, with the pride and honor 


which belong to military deeds ; to speak of him asa) 


scholar, as one distinguished for his acquirements in 
letters, as well as for his feats in arms; to express the 
sentiment that when those who stand in the front rank 
of our country’s defenders, are imbued with the love 
of letters, that then the honor and character of that 
country are, in peace, safely entrusted to their vigil- 
ance and eloquence, and in war, to their conduct and 
eourage ; and gave— 

General—no, not General—but Winfield Scott,— 
Not less the scholar than the soldier, whose pen and 
sword have been wielded with equal skill in the de- 
fence of the country. é 

Governor Marcy, after remarking, that as in an 
assemblage composed, as this is, mostly of members 
of the legislature, it might not be pariiamentary to 
allude by name to an individual present, gave— 


The man who is respected, not to say feared, by 


his country’s enemies, and highly esteemed by his | 


country’s friends. 

By Hon. F. A. Tallmadge : 

The State of Virginia—the birth place of a Wash- 
ington, a Jefferson, and a Scott. 

By Hon. Levi Beardsley. Mr. President—I am 
somewhat old fashioned in my recollections, Allu- 
sions have been made to one who bore a conspicu- 
ous, and it may be said most honorable, part in our 
military operations, operations that exalted our na- 
tional character and ennobled those who well sus- 
tained their parts in those perilous times. You 
will allow me to refer to one who, although more 


immediately connected with the civil, was not alto-| 


gether disconnected with the military, department. 
I refer, sir, to Daniel D. Tompkins, the popular and 


patriotic Governor of this State during the late war, | 


and who, for a time, held an important command un- 
der the General Government. No man hada strong- 
er hold upon the popular feeling of this peuple, or 
was more justly entitled to the confidence and es- 
teem of his fellow citizens. I refer to him with the 
more satisfaction, as being the first Governor for 
whom I ever voted, and that too at his first election; 


and I also refer to the appellation then coupled with | 
his name, which served as a watchword and rallying | 


point for his firstand second election. Permit me to 
give you— 

The memory of Daniel D. Tompkins, “ The Farm- 
er’s Son.” 
By Mr. J. C. Spencer: 
The soldier who has ever made the law of the land 





|his supreme rule of action, and who, while he has al- 
| ways fulfilled its utmost requirements, has never, in 
a single instance, transcended its limits. 

| Mr.S. remarked that the fact embodied in the sen- 
timent offered, was the highest encomium which 
j could be bestowed on a military officer, especially in 
arepublic. There was an officer then in his eye who 
‘gloriously merited that encomium ; who, during 
j|inore than twenty-five years of perilous service, 
| chiefly on the frontiers of our country, among persons 
not always disposed to respect military authority, and 
| under circumstances calculated to try his patience 
,and the strength of his obedience to the supremacy of 
| the law, never found any necessity so imperious as to 
|require the violation of private rights, and never 
did an act which brought upon him a prosecution or 
even the threat of one: that officer is WINFIELD 
SCOTT. 

By the Hon. FE. P. Livingston: 

The States and Provinces adjoining our borders :— 
Let them respect our rights ; we shall not infringe on 
theirs. 

By Charles Humphrey, Esq. : 

The memory of Osceola. A gallant enemy in his 
own way; the champion of a holy cause, according 
| to savage notions; and the victim of circumstances us 
| he understood them. 

By S. B. Ruggles, Esq.: 

The present company, who, like honest men, pay 
Scot and lot. 

By the Hon. D. Wager: 

Our distinguished guest, General Scott—Time and 
truth. 

By. the Hon. Aaron Vanderpoel : 

Our national duties and obligations first, our nation- 
al syinpathies nezt. 
| By Adj’tGen. Macdonald: 
| 








The oflicers of the army—a corps of gallant gen- 
tlemen, true to the honor and integrity of our union, 
and “ready, aye ready” in its defence. 

| Gen. L. Hubbell, on rising to propose a sentiment, 
remarked that, in his early childhood, he had heard of 
| the valor, the achievements, and the glory, of a gal- 
‘lant officer, then in command as a brigadier general 
on our northern frontier. His eminent abilities 
}as a disciplinarian, his zeal, his energy, and his 
devotion to the cause of the war, won the confi- 
dence alike of the army and the country, and filled 
jour whole State with his fame ; a fame as honorable 
|to him as it was spontaneous ard universal in the 
_hearts of a grateful people. Though born ina dis. 
‘tant State, he hastened to our defenceless lines on 
‘the approach of danger, and nobly perilled his life in 
defending the territory, the liberty and the homes of 


| New York, from the aggressions of a foreign enemy. 
| That enemy, sir, at that time, was in the Canadas, 


and was the Canadas. 

Years have since elapsed, and we have again be- 
| held this same officer, at the command of his country, 
| repairing to our frontier, not as before to defend our 
people from the hostile attacks of the Canadas, but 
to protect these same Canadas from the threatened ag- 
gressions of our citizens. Being himself (as has 
been here justly remarked) an apt exemplar of obe- 
dience to the civil authorities, he was a fit instrument, 
if I may so speak, in the hands of the General Go- 
vernment, to enforce the rights of neutrality, to re- 
store the reign of order, and to vindicate the majesty 
of the laws. I propose to offer a sentiment in allu- 
sion to these two distinguished eras in his public life; 
| I give you, sir, 

Our Guest: The invincible champion of our rights ; 

| the triumphant vindicator of our laws. 

Lieut. Keyes begged to remark that, while the gen- 
tlemen at this table had assembled for the avowed 
purpose of paying their respets and congratulations 
to Major. Ceneral Scott, he was willing to believe 
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they would not consider it improper in him to bring 
to their notice the services, on a recent occasion, ot | 
one favored with the warmest friendship of their | 
guest,and whose career had been one of uniform | 
chivalry and devotion to his country; he referred to. 


Lieut. Col. Worth, of the Army. And he feit the) 


more confident his sentiment would find favor, since 


that gentleman was a son of New York, and one who | 


is known and honored in this city. He begged, there- 
fore, to propose— 

Lieut. Col. W. I. Worth, of the army: In the late 
hazardous expedition from Buffalo to Detroit, in com- 
mand of troops on board the steamer Robert Fulton, 
he displayed a judgmeut, fearlessness, and energy of 
character, worthy of the highest thanks of his coun- 
trymen. 

By Dr. William Rockwell : 

The persons assembled on this festive occasion: 
Delightful is the interchange of sentiment. 

‘When next they run a race, 
May I be there to see.” 

By Mr. Baretto: 

The sovereign people: May their will atall times 
be implicitly obeyed by their servants. 

Mr. Joseph E. Bloomfield, of Oswego, gave the 
following : 

The Union and the whole Union. 





THE COLDSTREAM GUARDS. 

The Regiment of Coldstream Guards, which by the 
Jatest advices from England has been ordered to pre- 
pare to embark for Canada, has always held a high 
rank in the British Army. Although belonging to 
the Household Troops, they have been sent on for- 


eign service onall great emergencies. The history | 


of the Regiment was written, at the special request 
of William IV., by its late distinguished commander, 
Colonel Mackinnon, who died last week. Colonel 
Mackinnon wasa very distinguished officer. He 
entered the Regiment as an Ensign in 180%, and 
continued in it during the remainder of his life, pas- 
sing through all the intermediate grades of office, 
until he became its commander in 182!. His good 
nature, courage, coolness and activity were eminent- 
ly conspicuous throughout his military life. Many 
anecdotes are told of him in which these traits were 
conspicuously displayed. During the Peninsular 
War, the army were on one occasion passing a defile, 
in which a portion of the troops were exposed to so 
destructive a fire as to be thrown into much confu- 
sion. They were completely reassured by seeing 


Captain Mackinnon shaving himself in the hottest of 


the fire. In the battle of Waterloo, Colonel Mac- 
kinnon had three horses shot under hin, and was at 
length wounded in the knee by a shot which killed 
his horse; he mounted again, led the regiment 
throughout that eventful day, and the moment the 
action was over, fainted from loss of bloodand the 
pain of his wound, and was conveyed ina litter to 
Brussels. 

The history of the Coldstreams is very creditable 
to the gallant Colonel ina literary point of view. 
By his unwearied industry and research, he is said 
by the reviewers of his work to have collected to- 
gether a mass of curious and important facts which 
constitute together one of the most interesting aad 
attractive episodes that belong to British history.— 
He traces the origin of the Coldstreams to the pe- 
riod of the commonwealth, and says that the Pro- 
tector, being desirous of restoring tranquillity to 
Scotland, ordered General Monck, who had just re- 
turned from a mission of the same kind to Ireland, 
to proceed to that kingdom at the head of ten com- 
panies, five of which were drafted from the regiment 
of Hesilrigg, which was then quartered at Newcastle, 
and the other five from Fenwick’s regiment stationed 
at Berwick. The regiment was in Scotland at the 
period of the Protector’s death, and Monck having, 


after long hesitation, determined to restore the mon- 


arch, commenced his march to London from Cold- 
stream, a village which gave its name to this regi- 
ment,on Sunday, the Ist of January, 1660. They 
were received in every city and town through which 
they passed with enthusiastic admiration. An old 
writer, Gumble, says,—*These Coldstreamers were 
i like the nobles of Israel with whom Deborah was so 
much in love, and of whom she sings in the Book of 
Judges, because they offered themselves willingly 
among the people and jeoparded their lives unto death 
in the high places of the field. Danger was these 
men’s election ; and though there was such a pre- 
sence of God accompanied them, that no blood was 
shed, yet they were ready to have spent to the last 
drop for the public safety.” 
The Coldstreams must have made a most imposing 
appearance on this march,dressed as they were in red 
coats lined with green, red stockings and red breech- 
es, white sashes fringed with green, and their grena- 
diers with caps lined with green and ornamepted 
with green tassels. After the Restoration, a general 
order was given for the disbanding of the whole 
army, with the exception of the Coldstream Regi- 
ment,which the King constituted his household troops 
for the security of his person and government. 
Monck, Duke of Albemarle, whose wife was celebra- 
ted in those days for her vulgarity, ugliness, and want 
of ordinary cleanliness, and whose mother was one of 
the ‘‘five women barbers ” of the old ballad which 
began— 

‘*Did you ever hear the like, 

Or ever see the same, 

Of five women barbers 

That lived in Drury Lane ?”’ 
retained command of the Regiment till his death, 
and the Coldstream during this period went by the 
name generally of **The Lord General’s Regiment.” 
In 1683, the soldiers were ordered to exchange their 
arms for snap-chance muskets and pikes—two files 
only in every company were allowed to have tire- 
locks. In 1689, the uniform of the Coldstream was 
changed to red, lined with blue, blue breeches and 
white stockings, and the bayonet, called in the war- 
rant Charles I., ‘‘a great knife,” was introduced into 
the Regiment. The Coldstream was upon the Con- 
tinent, and took a distinguished part in all the cam- 
paigns of the Duke of Marlborough. They, with 
other troops, marched against the Pretender in 1745; 
made part of the expedition sent under Anson and 
Hawke to make a descent on the coast of France;were 
despatched to this country in the time of the Revo- 
lution; went to Holland with the Duke of York in 
1793, and again ata later period; formed part of 
General Abercrombie’s force in Egypt; were employ- 
ed in the expedition under Lord Cathcart and Admi- 
ral Gambier, for the purpose of preventing the Danish 
navy from being taken possession of by the French; 
and in 1809 joined the British troops in Portugal 
under the Duke of Wellington. During the whole of 
these campaigns there was scarcely an exploit of 
gallantry, or an expedition of peculiar difficulty and 
danger, in which the Coldstream was not selected to 
bear a part, and in which their services did not call 
forth an expression of high eulogium from the com- 
mander.— Salem Gazette. 





INTERESTING REMINISCENCE. 
From the New York Gazette. 

Copy ofa letter from the late Earl of Buchan to Ge- 
neral Washington, President of the United States, en- 
closed in a box made from the tree which sheltered 
Sir William Wallace, the Scottish Patriot, after the 
battle of Falkirk, who with equal courage, but with 
less good fortune than the immortal Washington, de- 
fended the liberties of his country. 

DryBURGH ABBEY, June 28th, 1791, 

Sir.—I had the honor to receive your Excellency’s 
letter relative to the advertisement of Dr. Anderson’s 
periodical publication in the Gazette of the United 





a fe. UU-e.lURDlUMlUe lOO, Oe ee Co 


ose EOF fF A am 


on Meets on Tl orl ar 7 


-on 


— yt 








ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 167 



































States, which attention to my recommendation I fee! 
very sensibly, and retirn you forit my grateful ac- 
knowledgements. 

In the twenty-first number of that miscellany, 
I inserted a monetary paper respecting America, 
which I flatter myself may, if attended to on the 
other side of the Atiantic, be productive of good con- 
sequences. 

To use your own emphatic words, ‘May that Al- 
mighty Being who rules over the universe, who pre- 
sides in the councils of nations, and whose providen- 
tial aids can supply every human defect,consecrate to 
the liberties and happiness of the American people, 
a government instituted by themselves for public 
and private security, upon the basis of law and equal 
administration of justice, preserving to every individual 
as much civil ana political freedom as is consistent 
with the safety of the nation,” and may he be plea- 
sed to continue your life and strength, as long as you 
may be in any way useful to your country. 

I have intrusted this sheet, enclosed in a box made 
of the oak that sheltered our great Sir William 
Wallace after the battle of Falkirk, to Mr. Robertson 
of Aberdeen, with the hope of his having the honor 
of delivering it into your hands, and meeting with 
your protection as an honest man seeking for bread 
and for fame in the new world by the exercise of his 
talents. 

This box was presented to me by the Goldsmiths’ 
company of Edinburgh, from whor, feeling my own 
unworthiness to receive this magnificently expressive 
present, I requested and obtained permission to make 
it over to the man, ofall others in the world, to whom 
I thought it most justly due. 

Into your Excellency’s hands I commit it, request- 
ing of you to transmit it, on the event of your ce- 
cease, tothe man in yourcountry, who shall appear 
to your judgment, to deserve it best, upon the same 
considerations that have induced me to send it to your 
Excellency. With the highest esteem, I have the 
honor to be : 

Sir, your Excellency’s most ob’t. humble serv’t.. 

BUCHAN. 

Copy of General Washington’s reply to the Earl of 
Buchan, on receipt of the Box made from the tree un- 
der which Sir Wm. Wallace sheltered himself, after 
the battle of Falkirk. 

PHiILApELpnia, May 1, 1792. 

My Lorp,-I should have had the honor of acknowl- 
edging sooner the receipt of your letter of the 28th of 
June last, had I not concluded to defer doing it till 1 
could announce to you the transmission of my por- 
trait, which has been just finished by Mr. Robinson of 
New York, who has also undertaken to forward it. 
The manner of the execution of it does no discredit, 
Tam told, to the artist, of whose skill favourable men- 
tion had been made to me. I was further induced to 
entrust the execution to Mr. Robinson, from his ha- 
ving informed me that he had drawn others for your 
Lordship, and knew the size which would best suit 
your collection. 

I accept with sensibility, and with satisfaction, the 
significant present of the box, which accompanied 
your Lordship’s letter. 

In yielding the tribute due from every lover of man- 
kind to the patriotic and heroic virtues of which it 
is commemorative, I estimate as I ought the addi- 
tional value which it derives from the hand that sent it, 
end my obligation for the sentiments that induced the 
transfer. I will, however, ask that you will exempt 
me from compliance with the request relating to its 
eventual destination. In an attempt to execute your 
wish in this particular I should feel embarrassment 
from a just comparison of relative pretensions, and 
should fear to risque injustice by so marked a prefer- 
ence. With sentiments of truest esteem and consi- 
deration, 

I remain, your Lordship’s most obed’t serv’t. 

GEO. WASHINGTON, 


Ear. or BucHAN. 








SeaMAn’s arp socrery.—The fifth annual repor 
of this society, by Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, has just been 
published by Marsh, Capen & Lyon. It is an in- 
teresting document. It gives a full account of the 
objecis and operations of the society; and furnishes 
facts and arguments to show the importance of ex- 
tending aid to the wives and children of sailors, and 
toimprove the moral and religious character of this 
useful class of men. The following extract from 
the report will show not only the state of the finan- 
ces of the society, but, to a considerable extent, the 
mode in which it accomplishes its purposes.— Boston 
Mercantile Journal. 

**Our Seaman’s Aid Society could not expect to 
enjoy great prosperity while the mercantile world 
was in ruins; but we have not failed, and that is 
proof our plan of charity has a sure foundation in 
its own usefulness, as well as in the hearts of its 
friends. 

It is true that the generosity of individuals to- 
wards our society has been nearly paralyzed by the 
pressure of the times. In 1836, we received dona- 
tions amounting to about $2,000; the past year we 
have received but tieo hundred and ninety-nine dol- 
lars. We have been left to our own resources, and 
the Board uf Managers have the gratification of re- 
porting that these have sustained our charities. 

Our annual subscribers have increased in number ; 
we have now about five hundred, and several life 
members have been added. The sales from the cloth- 
ing store have also increased a little. We have re- 
ceived cash, for garments sold during the last year, 
to the amount of $5,796 52 


From subscribers and donors, 917 00 
We have paid our work women during 

the same time, about 1,400 00 
Given in charity to aged and invalid 

widows of seamen, and to sick and des- 

titute sailors, 261 00 
Our free school for the daughters of sea- 

men has cost about 400 00 
The expenses of the store, 300 00 


All these items are paid, and we have now on 
hand goods and garmeuts, atcost, to the 
value of 


$4,466 20 
And cash about , 


130 00 
Making a capital of $4,596 20 

Being an increase of two hundred and fifty dollars 
in our capital during the year. 

Thus it will appear that our store can sustain it- 
selfon the present scale. But we wish to enlarge 
our business. We cannot supply the demand for 
work which our poor women are constantly urg- 
ing, unless we are enabled to keep a larger stock of 
goods, or make larger and quicker sales of garments. 
In no way can the friends of our charity aid us more 
effectually than by making purchases at our store. 
Every garment sold gives instant employment to 
some poor woman to make another.” 





NATIONAL ARMORY IN THE West.—The es- 
tablishment of a national Armory in the West has 
been a subject under the consideration of Congress 
for many years. The President urged it upon the 
notice of that body in his last message, and to the 
cominittee on military affairs it was left to act upon 
his recemmendation. No intelligence has reached 
us of any disposition having been made of the mat- 
ter by the committee, but the urgency of the case 
certainly should constrain them toa speedy con- 
clusion. If there be any truth in the predictions of 
those who look with suspicious eyes upon the hordes 
of savages gathering and swarming upon the Western 
frontier, time cannot be distant when a depot of the 
arms and munitions of war adjacent to the scene of 
hostilities will be found very covenient, and might 
now be deemeda wise precaution against impending 
danger. The greatest obstacle hitherto to establish- 
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ing an armory in the West, has been the difficulty in 
selecting a location—occasioned more by the com- 
petition of rival claimants, than from the want of 
suitable sites. St. Louis, from its central position 
and facilities of communication with the whole 
West, has high claims, and seems entitled to a prefer- 
ence over all other localities.— New Orleans Bulletin. 





Mititrta System.—From the annual return of 
the infantry and riflemen of New York, for the year 
1837, we learn that the number of non-commission- 
ed officers and privates inspected last year was 
84,122. The number of rifles inspected was 26,616; 
and of muskets, 27,038—total, 53,734. So that 30,- 
358, or about five fourteenths, of the men inspected, 
must have been unarmed. Of the 27,038 muskets, 
but 24,078 were accommodated with bayonets; and 
of the 53,734 muskets and rifles, but 38,272 were 
furnished with flints—WVew York Express. 





Froripa War.—Since the commencement of 
the Florida war, the United States have lost a num- 
ber of our most valuable officers out of the army, of 
those actually engaged in the disastrous campaigns. 
Many have fallen victims to the arduous service in 
which they have been engaged. Others have re- 
signed, dissatisfied with the nature of the operations, 
and the manner in which they have been conducted. 
This shows a frightful chasm in the ranks, and re- 
flects strongly upon the course hitierto pursued by 
the Government, in putting down a few thousand re- 
bellious savages. Tohow much greater extent the 
officers of our army are to be diminished, how much 
more blood is to flow, and how many more illusions 
are to be added in those already expended, time alone 
will determine. Yetour fears are that large addi- 
tions will be made to each, before the scene of In- 
dian warfare will be exempt from ruthless violence, 
and permanent peace and tranquillity effectually se- 
cured to the inhabitants of Georgia and Florida. 
Among the many disastrous consequences flowing 
from this war, all of which are greatly to be deplor- 
ed, there is one which cannot fail to be a most serious 
injury to us, and that is the contempt that the Indians 
must feel for our imbecility. That they should have 
successfully made head against the great man of the 
nation, with all his forces, for more than two years, 
is a fact by no means calculated to dispirit them ; and 
they will take very good care that their red brethren 
beyond the Mississippi shall be made acquainted with 
it. They will carry such sentiments with them among 
those numerous tribes, who, already impatient to 
rush on our unprotected frontier, will gather fresh 
courage and increased vindictiveness from their new 
comers, that may lighten up scenes of desolation 
and distress along the whole line of our western 
borders. Our Government, in the mean time, will 
doubtless continue lulled in apathy and false security, 
and only open its eyes when the yell of the savage 
shall fall on the ears of thousands of defenceless set- 
tlers, when his firebrands shall consume their habita- | 
tions and the fruits of their labors, and the scalping 
knife and tomahawk be bathed in their blood.—Vew 
Orleans Bulletin. 





A TRIAL OF TEMPER.-TO0O be married on Saturday, 





and on Sunday, at 8 o’clock, to be ordered off, post- 
haste, three hundred miles or thereabout, on pressing | 
official business. A gallant officer of the army can | 
tell how sore a trial of patience it must be to meet 
with such an incident.—V. ¥. Com. Adv. 





Major William Colfax, now living in Pompton, 
New Jersey, is believed to be the only survivor of 
General Washington’s life guard at the revolution. 
He served during the late war as General of Division, 
in the north-eastern part of New Jersey. He is about 





eighty years of age, and in full possession of his men- 
tal and bodily faculties. 


WASHINGTON CITY; | 
THURSDAY, ceccececeees MARCH 15, 1838. 











A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD; INCLUDING AN 
EMBASSY TO MuscaT AND SIAM IN 1835, 1836, AND 
1837: By W. 8S. W Ruscuensercer, M. D., Sur- 
geon U. S. Navy. Putrapenrnia, Cary, Lea & 
Blanchard, 1838. Of all descriptions of writings, 
voyages and travels are the most attractive to the 
general reader. They bring us into contact with re- 
mote portions of the globe, with the manners, cus- 
toms, and appearance, of people which are as singular 
to us as ours must be tothem. A perusal of Robin- 
son Crusoe, and Gulliver’s travels, has warmed many 
a juvenile imagination, and inspired it with an irrre_ 
sistible wish to see the world. Even in maturer years 
this desire is not lessened, when we turn from works 
of fiction to those of sober reality. The great majo- 
rity must be contented, like Sancho Panza, to acquire 
their knowledge of foreign parts dry shod at home; 
and it is to those that every well written narrative of 
visits to strange places is an acceptable treat. There 
are portions of the world, where the field has been 
so often explored that little is left novel or interest- 
ing to be picked up for public gratification. Not 
so with the work before us. It describes countries 
hitherto but little visited by our citizens, except in 
the way of trade, and their knowledge is either 
locked up in their own bosoms, or limited to their fire 
sides. 

The public were led to expect from Dr. Ruschen- 
berger a narrative of the interesting voyage on which 
the Peacock was despatched ; and, from the ability 
with which a former work, (‘‘ Three years in the Pa- 
cific,”) was written, another not less able or inter- 
esting was anticipated. 

Our author, in his introduction, cautions the reader 
against expecting too much in the way of light des- 
cription and graceful anecdote ; yet we find the book 
interspersed with the most amusing and interesting 
adventures. Nor does the Doctor confine himself to 
merely relating what he saw; he quotes occasionally 
the remarks of other travellers who have preceded 
him, and furnishes a fund of statistical and historical 
information respecting the places visited, valuable to 
the merchant and the statesman. 


The reading community is much indebted to Dr. 
Ruschenberger for the gratification to be derived 
from a perusal of his voyage; nor are the nation and 
the navy less 30—the one for its addition to the stock 
of literature, and the other for the credit reflected up- 
on the service by the production of a inember of the 
corps. The Doctor, we perceive, isa phrenologist, 
and gave the Chinese some lessons in this science, 
that surprised and delighted them, making them at 
once converts to the doctrine. 


The improvement which has taken place of late 
years in the typographic art is so well understood, 
that no work, however interesting or valuable, would 
be tolerated, if not clothed in a becoming exterior ; 
yet we cannot close this notice of the ‘“ voyage 
round the world,” without saying that the paper, 
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type, and binding are in a high degree creditable to 
the liberal and enterprising publishers. 

We have marked a few passages for insertion at a 
future time, when our columns are less devoted to 
Congressional documents and reports; and in so do- 
ing, are not sensible that we shall infringe upon the 
copy right. 

Our author closes his voyage with this happy re- 
mark, which will be corroborated, we dare vouch, by 
every American, whose pursuits or inclination have 
tempted him from home: « there is no realm beyond 
the broad seas to compare with our own, in the bless- 
ings of rational liberty, or the affluence of nature— 
none wherein men may be so happy and so blest.” 


This truth reconciles us to the disappointment, ex- 
perienced whenever we read books of this character, 
of not having it in our power to satisfy our curiosity 
by seeing with our own eyes the scenes so vividly 
painted by others, 





Mr. JoHN LenTHALL, of this city, has been ap- 
pointed Naval Constructor at the Navy Yardin Phila- 
delphia. In announcing this appointment, we con- 
gratulate the navy andthe country upon securing the 
services of a gentleman of Mr. LENTHALL’s acquire- 
ments. He learned his profession practically and 
scientifically, under the present Chief Naval Con- 
structor, Col. Humenreys, and after coming of age, 
he visited the dock yards of England, France, Russia, 
and Denmark, thus enjoying advantages possessed by 
few others, and perfecting himself in the profession 


for which he was previously so well grounded? Mr.| 


LENTHALL has been, for two years past employed by 
the Navy Department, principally at the Philadeiphia 
yard, and an opportunity thus afforded of testing his 
qualifications. The U.S. ship Relief, now attached 
to the exploring squadron, was entirely built, and the 
ship Pennsylvania finished, under his superintendence. 


Col. Humpureys, it is well known, acquired his 
profession under his father, Josuua Humpireys, 
who designed and built some of the finest ships in our 
navy. 





The nomination of Lieut. A. E. Cuurcn, of the 
3d regiment of artillery, to be Professor of Mathe- 
matics at the Military Academy, West Point, has 
been confirmed by the Senate, to take effect on the 
Ist June next. 


The three concluding communications of M. N. 


K., on Naval Architecture, are inserted in the pre-_ 


Sent number. Another communication from the 
Same author, ‘‘on the stowage of ships,” is received 
and will appear next week. 

‘Pro Patria,” on the state of our fortifications, and 
“S,” on the Navy, next week. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


March 5—Lieut. J. L. Mason, Engr. Cps., Georgetown. 

Lieut. G. W. Cullum, do. Mrs, Latimer’s. 

8—Asst. Sur. R. Archer, Fuller’s. 
Lieut.G., W. McLean, Marine Corps 

12—Capt. Gouv. Morris, 4th Inf., Fuller’s, 

13—Capt. J. Page, do. Gadsby’s, 


a 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


NAVAL ARCHITECTRUE—No. 5. 

Of our first class frigates, there are eight afloat, 
and six upon the stocks. Two of the former were 
built at Philadelphia, three at Washington, one at 
Boston, one at Baltimore, and one at New York. 
Of those not yet launched, two are at New York, 
one at Norfolk, one at Portsmouth, and one each at 
Boston and Philadelphia. It is not material that we 
should know by whom these ships were designed. 
As a class, they are creditable to their constructors ; 
indeed, some of them are beautifully modeled, and 
worthy of all praise. Nothing need be said of their 
strength, for in this particular, so much attention 
has been bestowed upon all our ships, as to have led 
to the supposition practically carried out, that no 
other quality was desirable. 

If we were to select one ship out of the fourteen, 
as possessing most beauty of form, and the most ad- 
mirable accommodations for her Officers and crew, 
that one would be the Hudson. She probably did 
‘not sail as fast as was expected, during her cruise 
on the coast of Brazil; but this was rather owing to 
bad trim, than to any defect in the ship herself. If 
we are not mistaken, she is one of Mr. Eckford’s 
models, and it is greatly to be regretted that the ma- 
terials of which she was constructed should have 
been unseasoned, and, therefore, extremely perisha- 
ble. When fitted for service and ready for sea, there 
is not a more elegant craft afloat; it is desirable that 
her proportions, therefore, should be accurately taken 
and preserved for future use. The ship is now ra- 
pidly decaying. 

The United States and the Constitution are both 
built on the old plan, and, like the Constellation, 








their topsides tumble in a good deal. The two first 
named frigates are certainly fast sailers; the United 
States particularly. This ship, however, when in 
the best sailing trim, is, in a sea way, very wet, in 
consequence of trimming by thehead. This circum- 
stance would indicate that some fault existed in her 
after body ; and no ship, if built upon correct prin- 
ciples, ought ever to float with a greater proportional 
‘draught of water forward than aft. Independent of 
the discomfort attending, the vessel pitches with 
much violence, by which her frame is a good deal 
‘strained, as well as her spars and rigging. 
The Constitution, like the United States, has the 
same curve in her upper works, though not to the 
same extent. She is certainly a much handsomer 
ship, and infinitely more comfortable. Her sailing 
_qualities are satisfactory, though we have seen a 
number of merchant ships that we think could beat 
her; and we believe the British frigates Inconstant 
-and Galatea would give her some trouble, particular- 
|larly going free. In the French navy, there are 
frigates that could outsail the Constitution without 
any difficulty, and there is no sort of use in qualify- 
|ing or disguising the fact. 
| The Guerriere and Java are at present altogether 
| unseaworthy ; nor are they handsome ships in com- 
/parison with others of the same force. We think 
them both too short, nor were they good sailers, ex- 
cept with a free wind; having which, the former 
ship was very swift. When rebuilt, additional length 
should be given them, and, if practicable, a sharper 
bow, and a cleaner run. 
| Of the Potomac, we can say but little from perso- 
nal knowledge. She is certainly a fine looking ship, 
and we have understood that she sails very well. 
| The Columbia, now destined for the East Indies, is a 
| 


much handsomer ship than the Potomac, and, from 
| appearances, will no doubt prove a very superior 
craft, if properly stowed. In fitting out a ship, no- 
| thing requires more attention than this; for let her 
model be ever so perfect, yet if the weights within 
her are injudiciously placed, she can neither sail nor 
work well, 


















































~ 


Lh SELLS eR SS ab Oe 


- 


















170 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 














= ene 


The Brandywine is a noble specimen of shipbuild- 
ing, and has a very formidable appearance. She is, 
in most respects, as fine a ship as any "ve have, and 
sails very well, though we understand that she was 
beaten by the British frigate Cumberland, when on 
the Pacific station. 

Of the six ships retnaining on the stocks, we think 
most favorably of the Cumberland, at Boston. She 
not only has a fine form for velocity, but also a round 
stern, which, for all the purposes of war, is much 
superior to the old square stern, besides being of 
double the strength. Indeed, from the decided ad- 
‘vantage given by this shape, and the testimony of 
men of science, we are surprised that all our vessels 
of war have not been constructed with circular 
sterns. 

By recent memorials which have been presented 
jin the Senate, we learn that tne Raritan, at Phila- 
‘delphia, is in a state of decay. If this be so, it is cer- 
‘tainly deserving of attention from the proper quar- 
ter, and immediate steps should be taken to repair 
the defective portions of the ship; and it would not 
be too much to say that she should be launched and 
fitted for sea as early as practicable. 





M. N. K. 


No. 6. 


have been obtained in the building of our sloops, we 
shall find that they generally possess but three: the 
second, third, and fourth, to which we may add, 
great strength. If we take them as they stand upon 
the Register, we shall find that there are but three 
very fast ships: the John Adams, Vincennes, and 
St. Louis particularly. As fair sailers generally, and 
having considerable velocity under certain circum- 
stances, we class the Boston, Fairfield, Ontario, and 
Peacock. As dull. ships, we put down the balance 
of them, as follows: the Vandalia, Erie, Natchez, 
Falmouth, Warren, Lexington, and Concord. This 
last named ship, on her passage from Vera Cruz to 
Pensacola, in Jannary, could not be forced through 
the water beyond eight and a half knots, though with 
all sail set, and as much wind as the studding-sail- 
booms could safely bear. 

Now to any one at all acquainted with the princi- 
ples of modern shipbuilding, and who will carefully 
examine our corvettes, several defects will be evi- 
dent in their construction, The most serious, and, 
at the same time, the most conspicuous, is the re- 
markable fullness of their after bodies, which in some 
of them, (asthe Warren, Lexington, Concord, &c.,) 
is carried to an unwarrantable extent. They are, 
besides, not quite sharp enough forward, and are too 
flat in the floor. They are no doubt intended to sail 





We have but two frigates of the second class, the 
Constellation and the Macedonian. 


. | . : 
The first men- | ness spoken of, they must be trimmed by the head 


upon an even keel; but, in consequence of the full- 


tioned ship is of the old model of 1797; her topsides | several feet, in order to get their buttocks out of 


tumble in a good deal, and, except the difference of 
size, she is very much like the United States. She 
may be called a sharp ship, inasmuch as her floor 
has considerable rising, and she is certainly the most 
weatherly of all our frigates, and a very fine sea 
boat. Her reputation for velocity has been consi- 
dered equal to most ships oi her size, though, from 
several causes, she has proved exceedingly dull 
since she has been on the West India station. 
Under the most favorable circumstances, she has 
gone nine and a half knots with all her canvass set ; 
while the corvette St. Louis, (then in company) 
could have easily passed her under her three topsails, 
foresail, and jib. We are convinced that her dull- 


water, which, if immersed, would not only impede 
their sailing but have a very bad effect upon the rud- 
der, by creating a vast quantity of dead water. As 
it is, their fullness is carried so low, that, in most of 
the ships, it cannot be wholly raised above the sur- 
face, and, therefore, they neither sail nor work well. 
Besides, when ona wind, and with a head sea, they 
pitch considerably more than they would if by the 
stern, and ship vast quantities of water over the top- 
gallant forecastle, thereby rendering the vessel not 
only wet, but abSolutely unsafe. We have seen the 
St. Louis (decidedly the fastest sloop in the service, 
when in her proper trim, Which is by the head) una- 
ble to carry sail sufficient to keep up with the Con- 





ness is owing to a foul and injured bottom, (she 
struck upon the bar at Key West, both going ia and 
coming out,) rigging too tautly set up, and bad 
stowage. She is provokingly tedious in stays; 
which, perhaps, may be attributed to the position of 
her foremast; it is much too far forward. We be- 
lieve she requires extensive repairs. 

‘To our mind, the Macedonian is a more sightly 
ship than the Constellation. Of her qualities we 
can say nothing, not having heard o. seen any re- 
marks respecting them. We think, however, she 
will prove to be a superior ship, under all the cir- 
cumstances in which she may be placed, provided 
due attention is paid to those essentials which can- 
not be overlooked in the disposition of ballast and 
stores, so as to secure her proper trim. 

In course, having now disposed of the frigates, we 
should take up the corvettes; but as among these 
ships there are several exceptionable craft, and a few 
scarcely better than these, we shall, before speaking 
of them, briefly state what qualities they should pes- 
sess, by way of contrasting them with those they 
have. Indeed, though applied here solely to that 
class of ships usually called sloops of war, we take 
occasion to say that they will equally apply to all 
classes. In the construction ofa single-decked ship, 
the following qualities should be secured to her, in 
the order in which they are placed, viz: she should 
sail fast ; have sufficient capacity tu stow all her ne- 
cessary stores and furniture; be stiff under a press 
of canvass ; have her ports sufficiently high from the 
water, so as to work her guns in all weathers; beat 
well to windward; quickly answer her helm, and 
work easily at sea. Now if we number these qua- 
lities from one to seven, and enquire which of them 


/stellation, under those circumstances, and, at the 
/same time, she was pitching deeply. Had she been 
| pressed with canvass, we are of opinion that the 
| measure would have been attended with very great 
danger, and at the risk of her being water-logged. 


M.N. K. 


No. 7. 

From what has been said respecting the different 
classes of ships composing the navy of the United 
States, we very properly arrive al the following con- 
clusions: z 

First : the ships of the line, taken collectively, are 
of superior strength and model; carry their guus well 
above the water; have sufficient stability ; and sail 
well. Individually, the Ohio and Pennsylvania are 
worthy of special admiration. 

Second: the first class frigates are equally entitled 
to the like commendation—that is, taken together. 
But the fastest ship among them (the United States) 
trims by the head, and we, in consequence, consider 
her imperfect, for this reason, and it is one of no 
little importance. 

Third: the two second class frigates are very 
handsome ships, though, for reasons already given, 
one of them sails very badly ; we do not know that 
the other has been fairly tried. 

Fourth: the corvettes, as a class, are very indif- 
ferent ships; they have strength, capacity, and sta- 
bility, but are wanting in the quality most essential, 
viz: velocity. A few of them can be selected a3 
possessing it under favorable circumstances; yet, if 
they were compelled to carry a press of canvass 
against a heavy head sea, there would not only be 
the risk of crippling their spars, but actual danger to 
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the ships themselves. Why this danger should at- 
tend, we have previously stated; it is in conse- 
quence of the necessity of their unsightly trim, as the 
only means by which velocity can be obtained. 

Now, having as our chief naval constructor, a gen- 
tleman eminently qualified for the situation, and ful- 
ly capable of producing the most elegant ships, how 
comes it, we may naturally ask, that these unfortu- 
nate sloops have been built on such erroneous prin- 
ciples? Are they the models of the chief constructor? 
Did he originally design them? Have not his de- 
signs been altered by those whose caprice has been 
thus far productive of but little else than deformity ? 
These are questions to which answersare extremely 
desirable, and we shall answer them to the best of 
our knowledge and belief, without insisting, how- 
ever, that our replies are incontrovertible. 

In the first place, these corvettes were built as 
they are, because certain individuals chose to have 
them so, by way of testing their own opinions prac- 
tically. The results have not been very flattering, 
aud certainly not illustrative either of sound judg- 
ment, or professional skill. 

Secondly: they are not the models of the chief 
naval constructor. 

Thirdly : they were designed by him originally ; 
and, 

Lastly: these designs have been altered, and for 
the worse in every instance. 

We are convinced that, in the execution of his 
particular duties, the chief constructor is not per- 
mitted to exercise that independence of action which 
strictly belongs to the office he fills, and of which 
he is every Way worthy. The suggestions of expe- 
rience are certainly entitled to their due weight ; 
and when it can be made to appear that any change 
of form in the design of a ship is based upon correct 
principles, there can be no impropriety in testing it 
experimentally. But we must protest against that 
ruinous exercise of power, which, while it only gra- 
tifies personal vanity, has not even been productive 
of the least benefit to the service, and is now broad- 
ly manifest in nearly every sloop of war in the navy. 
As long as this state of things continues, it is in vain 
to look for any decided improvement in the con- 
struction of our ships. There does not seem to be 
any responsibility where we should most like to see 
it, and until this evil is remedied, we must be con- 
tent to put up with such ships as we can get, built 
“according to order.” 

Our observations have now extended to the limit 
assigned when we commenced them. What we have 
submitted, whether as matter of opinion or fact, has 
been chiefly derived from the experimental enqui- 
ties of distinguished men, and from our o+.n obser- 
Vation and experience. If the little that has been 
said, however imperfect, shall be productive of good, 
immediately or remotely, our object will have been 
attained. ‘*So much does the welfare of this coun- 
try depend on the efficiency of its navy, that the 
most humble attempt towards that object needs no 


other apology.” M.N.K. 





NAVAL GUNNERY. 

In an article on Naval Gunnery, which ajfpeared 
tome time sincé in the Chronicle, I took occasion to 
notice briefly the disparity of loss sustained by Bri- 
tish ships in action with the French, when compared 
with that, in conflict with ships of the United States. 
To make this appear, I cited the victory gained over 
’ French fleet, on the 12th April, 1782; and, also, 
several actions which took place between American 
‘nd British ships during the late war ; in all of which 
American superiority in gunnery was satisfactorily 
lown ; and by comparing the losses sustained by the 
British, on the other band, in battle with the French, 
the inference followed that our skill was far superior 
'o theirs also. The actions referred to, all took place 
Wuder sail; I now propose to call attention to two 





fought at anchor, that we may be enabled to form an 
opinion of the relative skill of the parties engaged, 
where there was no motion to disturb the most ex 
act pointing of the guns. 

I shall, in the first place, notice the battle of 
Aboukir Bay, celebrated in song as the ‘Battle of- 
the Vile ;” and as it may not be uninteresting to 
some of your readers, I will briefly glance at some 
of the incidents connected with this great battle, but 
not necessary for the purpose avowed as the object 
of the examination. The British force consisted of 
14 sail of the line, one ship of 50 guns, and one brig, 
The French had 13 sail of the line, and 4 frigates, 
One British ship grounded, and did not get into ac- 
tion ; two were a long distance astern, and to lee- 
ward, in consequence of having been ordered to look 
into Alexandria; they did not join for several hours 
after the action commenced}; a third, from some 
other cause, was far distant from the main body of 
the squadron; the action, therefore, began with 
ten British ships, (several of the French ships were 
decidedly« superior in force to any of the English.) 
On discovering his enemy at anchor, Admiral Nel- 
son made the signal to form the line, as most conve- 
nient, and attack the van and centre of the French. 
The Goliah, Captain Thomas Foley, and Zealous, 
Captain Hood, pushed for the post of honor, (the 
lead;) the Goliah gained it only by a length. To 
make the attack, it was necessary to pass round a 
small island, fortified with mortars and some heavy 
guns. From this island projected a reef; on it the 
Culloden grounded and remained. From thé cir- 
cuimstance of the ships astern of the Goliah and Zea- 
lous heaving too to speak a boat, there was a distance 
of two miles between the Zealous and the next ship 
astern in the line. After rounding the island, ex- 
posed to its fire, it was necessary to haul up nearly 
on a wind, to fetch the van of the hostile fleet under. 
a raking fire from their two headmost ships. The 
Goliah passed ahead of the French line, and an- 
chored by the stern, on the inside between them and 
the.shore ; not having after bitts, the stoppers were 
carried away, and her cable ran out to the clinch, 
when she brought up on the quarter of the second 
and bow of the third ship. The Zealous followed 
and succeeded, and brought up on the bow of the 
headmost, (the Guerriere, 74,) furled sails, and 
opened her fire as the sun touched the horizon. The 
other ships, as they came in, took up positions on 
the outside, or in, by passing through the French 
line as suited them, no order having been given on 
the subject. The idea of engaging on the inside has 
been conceded to Captain Foley, who also carried it 
into execution. As it is my object to notice parti- 
culariy the part borne by the Zealous, I shall take, 
as authority, the narratiye given by Captain Hood, 
in a letter to Admiral Lord Bridport, as to her share 
in the action, and her loss during the days of its con- 
tinuance. It appears the Goliah gave the Guerriere 
a broadside in passing, (which was not returned, in 
consequence of the unprepared state of the French 
on that side, their guns not being run out, and the 
ports lumbered.) The Zealous then engaged within 
musket shot on her bow. In a few minutes the 
Guerriere’s fore-mast went; in ten minutes after- 
wards her main and mizen-masts shared the same 
fate, as well as the main-mast of the second ship, en- 
gaged by the Goliah on her larboard quarter, and 
the Audacious on her starboard bow. The Guerriere 
did not surrender for three hours after, nor until a 
lieutenant from the Zealous went on board, and, by 
permission, hoisted a light and hauled it down, in 
token of submission. At this time her ports from 
the bow to the gangway were knocked in one, her 
gunwale cut away, twoof her main deck beams fall- 
ing on the guns below. In doing this execution 
Captain Hood states, ‘‘ the Zealous had only seven 
men wounded, none killed.”” Next morning the Zea- 
lous was ordered to cut, go down the line, and assist 
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those yet engaged ; in doing so, her signal was made 
o chase a French ftigate attempting to escape. 
The frigate stood back, and rejoined her companions 
in the rear of their line. The signal was annulled, 
and one made to assist a ship in distress, (the Belle- 
rophon.) She had been dismasted the night previ- 
ous, and had been compelled to cut and drift from 
alongside the L’Orient, (French Admiral’s ship.) In 
goiug to her, Captain Hood says: “I perceived the 
Guillaume Tell, of 80, the Genereux, of 74, Diane 
and Justice, of 40 guns each, pressing to escape, 
being their only ships not disabled. I kept close to 
the wind, in the hope of bringing them to action, and 
crippling them. I weathered within musket shol, 
and obliged them to keep olf, to avoid being raked, 
&c.” In exchanging fire, his rigging was cut away, 
and his ship being called in by signal, they escaped 
He concludes by saying: ‘in all this service, L had 
but one man killed, none materially wounded.’ The 
action closed on the forenoon of the third day, and 
resulted in the capture of nine sail.of the French 
line, with two frigates burnt; two sail of the line, 
with two frigates, escaped. 

Let us now turn to the action in Plattshurgh Bay, 
Lake Champlain, between an American squadron, 
mounting 86 guns, manned by 820 men, and a°Bri- 
tish squadron, of 95 guns, and 1,050 men. It took 
place at anchor, distant about 300 yards, chosen by 
the British, they being the assailants. The fire 
opened at 9, A. M. At half past ten the Saratoga, 
(Com. Macdonough’s ship,) of 22 guns, having near- 
ly all her starboard battery dismounted by her op- 
ponent, the frigate Confiance, of 33 guns, let goa 
stern anchor, cut her bower, and swung with a fresh 
broadside on the enemy, which soon caused him to 
surrender. Shortly after the others followed the ex- 
ample. This battle lasted little more than two hours. 
The Confiance, out of a crew of 270 men, had 180 
killed and wounded; among the former their ga!lant 
Commodore. The relative numbers of the killed 
and wounded are as follows: 

Americans, 820 men—52 killed, 53 wounded. 

British, 1,050 men—S84 killed, 176 wounded. 

The vessels so cut up that not a sail could be set ; 
their masts barely hanging together. The Saratoga 
received 55 round shot in her hull, the Confiance 105. 

Let us now contrast the action between the Zealous 
and Guerriere of equal force, with that of the Sara- 
toga and her superior opponeat. From the ravages 
made on board the contending ships during tiese 
conflicts, the conclusion follows that at anchor, also, 
superiority in gunnery must be awarded to the Ame- 
ricans; and when we consider the cool, deliberate 
decision of the American comm wnder, in shifting his 
broadsice, under a heavy fire from a superior force, 
and contrast it with the conduct of the French Ad- 
miral, in allowing his ships to be beat in detail, with- 
out even an effort to support them, prejudice will 
not be necessary to lead us to the decision that the 
American commander was far his superior as a sea- 
man. 

Had the French been practical seamen, and chosen 
to sustain an attack at anchor, their ships would have 
been in better order. Had the English doubled 
them, their disengaged ships would have weighed 
and doubled in turn; or have taken other favorable 
position. They found no difficulty in getting under 
weigh to escape. From this affair, as well as others 
adduced on former occasions, it is most clearly de- 
monstrated, that seamanship, discipline, and gunne- 
ry, will always be attended with success, when op- 
posed to asuperiority of guns and men, if inferior in 
all, or either, of those grand essentials. 

The subject is one of such vital importance to 
our navy and nation, that tediousness may be ex- 


cused in endeavoring to urge it on the attention of 


the service. The navies of Europe have been, and 
are now, strenuously and successfully engaged in all 
that gives efficiency. Their ships and discipline are 


SD 


o . 


far superior to what they were a few years since, 
{t is our duty, as well a3 interest, to make corres- 
ponding efforts to preserve the superiority we had 
once attained, and which can only be effected by a 
stealy perseverance in the course pursued by our 
gallant and veteran officers, to whom the navy and 
the nation are so much indebted for the high stand. 
ing they now enjoy. Nothing will do but a patient 
and laborious attention to every branch of the pro- 
fession, particularly warlike exercise, and strict dis- 
cipline, enforced by the example, as well as pre- 
cept, of those who command, which will at all times 
insure a cheerful and prompt acquiescence in those 
who obey. C. 


BATTLE OF THE OKEE-CHOBEE. 

At a meeting of the officers, and late officers, of 
the United States army, held at Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., on the 12th of February, 1838, and at which 
Brigadier General ATKINSON presided, and Lieu- 
tenant T. L. Alexander acted as Secretary, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted, expressive of their 
feelings for the loss the army has sustained in offi- 
cers and men at the late battle of the Okee-chobee, 
in Florida: 

Ist. Resolved, That while we deeply sympathise with 
their relations and friends, and the army generally, for 
their loss, our feelings are soothed by the reflection that 
they gallantly fell on the field of battle, while advancing, 
under a deadly fire, to victory ; and that the story of 
their noble devotion to their country, as displayed on 
that occasion, will form a page of history, of which the 
nation will be proud. 

2d. Resolved, ‘Vhat while we thus express our feel- 
ings for the extraordinary loss at the Okee-chobee, we 
are not unmindful of the sacrifices that have been made 
in that ill-fated country, since the melancholy destrue- 
tion of Major Dade and his devoted command ; but we 
are also proud to know that, since the commencement of 
this unfortunate and protracted war, in every in- 
stanee where the regular troops have been brought in 
contact with the enemy, they have nobly sustained the 
characte: of the American arms. 

2d. Resolved, That, as a testimonial of respect for the 
memory of our departed friends and comrades, whose 
military accomplishments, and manly virtues, secured to 
them, while living, our admiration and esteem and whose 
death we sinecrely deplore,we will wear the usual badge 
of mourning thirty days. 

4th. Resolved, That the Secretary of this meeting 
cause the foregoing proceedings to be published in the 
Army and Navy Chronicle at the seat of Government. 

H. ATKLENSON, Brig. Gen: U.S. A. 
E. A. HITCHCOCK, Capt. 1st Infy. 
J.SYMINGTON, Capt. of Ord. 
G. H. CROSMAN, Capt. 6th Infy. 
ALPHONSO WETMORE, 
WM. BEAUMONT, Surgeon U. S. A. 
A. A. MASSIAS, Payme ‘er U.S. A. 
Z.C. PALMER, late Capt. 6th Infy. 
W.N. WICKLIFFE, late Capt. 6th Infy. 
GEO. W. WATERS, late Capt. 6th In/y. 
GEO. H. KENNERLY, sutler 6th Infy. 
J.W. KINGSBURY, late Capt. 1st Infy. 
T. L. ALEXANDER, Ist Lt. 6th Infy, 
Secretary. 





THE ARMY—MAJOR GENERAL—STAFF OF: 
FICERS DOING DUTY IN THE LINE. 

Mr. Eprror: I send you the annexed extract for 
publication in the Army and Navy Chronicle, which 
may have some beneticial tendency, if, perchance, 
it should meet the eye of the Honorable Secretary ot 
War, or the distinguished hero of Plattsburgh. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 

New York, March 2, 1837. 

Extract of a letter from an officer on the frontier to 
his friend in New York. 
“It is already seen that the Florida war has been 








conducted by Quarter Master General Jesup, an o!- 
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ficer of the staff; and Inspector General Woot is From the Norfolk Herald, March 11. 
now playing general officer on the northern fron- dy the steam packet Georgia, Capt. Rollins, we 
tiers of Vermont and New York, being charged with | have received the Charleston papers to Friday. 

jmportant duties touching our neutral relations with | Capture or 400 INDIANS.—An officer of the 
Great Britain ; and an ofiicer of another branch of | army, who arrived at St. Augustine, the 23d ult., 
the staff, Lieutenant Colonel Worrn, of the ord-! from the interior, brought intelligence of the cap- 
nance, commands the Niagara border, as the con- 'ture of about 400 Indian warriors, in two bodies, 
servator of the public interest in that quarter during | about 15 miles from Fort Basinger, in a north-east- 





———_______| 


the absence of General Scorr, who has hastened to 
Detroit, there to quiet the troubles which threaten 
afresh the Michigan frontier. 

« The duties and the uses of the Major General of 
our army, have been strangely perverted. His se- 
dentary employment at the seat of Government, and 
total abstraction from service in the fleld, or on the 


frontiers, for so many years, and especially at the! 


present juncture, seem to indicate that he is now to 


be regarded as a mere chief of bureau in the Depart- | 


ment cf War, rather than, as supposed heretofore, a 
general officer, available for active service with 
troops. Could this have been the contemplation of 
the law providing the office of Major General? Mi- 


litary men think not. The present state of our mili- | 


tary service gives rise to these reflections. At a 


crisis like the present, how then has it happened) 
that an officer, of the high rank and experience of | 


Major Gen. MAcome, should remain the in city of 
Washington as commander of the army, (in fact, 
nearly nominal,) without troops; and where, in the 
nature of things, habitually, there is no military du- 
ty to be performed, or which can properly devolve 
on so high an officer as Major General, whose time | 
ought rather to be devoted to service with the troops | 
on the frontiers and in the field? That extensive line | 
of frontier from Oswego to Sacket’s Harbor, thence 
to Cape St. Vincent, below the southern extremity | 
of Lake Ontario, along the St. Lawrence, down to' 
Ogdensburg, Hamilton, and St. Regis, &c., requires 
the presence and vigilance of a general officer. Itis 
quite impossible that Major General Scorr, a mas- | 


ter spirit as he is, with his limited means, can effec- | 
tually preserve and enforce our neutral relations all | 
along a line of one thousand miles extent, at the 
same time. He possesses not the power of ubiquity ; 
but we see, that while called from Niagara to De- 
troit, the country bordering on Lake Ontario and 
the St. Lawrence is in commotion, and that the dis- 
organizers are robbing the state arsenals. The mar- 
vel is, why has not General Macomp been ordered 
to the frontiers, and at least a moiety of this protract- 
ed border been committed to his charge? 


** Your friend, —_—,"” 











DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 





FLORIDA WAR. 


CHARLESTON, March 5.—We learn by the steam 
boat James Adams, from Indian river, (Florida,) that | 
the further cessatio: of hostilities, to continue for | 
five days, to allow the Indians to come in, had been 
agreed to by Gen. Jesup, which had not expired, at 
the last accounts from the army. 

Some further particulars of the melancholy fate of 
the late Dr. Lerrner, have been communicated to 
us. Information had reached St. Augustine that Dr. 
L. was taken alive by the indians, but very severely 
Wounded—they came to the determination to pre- 
Serve his life, in order to avail themselves of his pro- | 
fessional services, and, therefore, provided a litter for | 
him, and carried him with them about 30 miles, | 
taking the greatest care to make his situation as com- 








erly direction, by General Jesup. It is said the first 
| party were captured by the army, and they acted as 
| guides, which led to the capture of the second. Af- 
ter their capture, they requested permissign to go 
out and bring in their families, which General Jesup 
refused, but suffered a few only to go for that pur- 
pose. 

This report came from Tampa, and was confirmed 
by express from Fort Mellon at Picolata. 





FROM THE CANADA FRONTIER. 

THE INVADING FORCES DISBANDED.—Official 
despatches from Gen. Woon and Col. Worn, from 
| the former on the 2d inst., and the latter on the Ist, 

show that both on the northern and western fron- 
tiers, the disturbing forces have been dispersed, and 
that tranquillity has been restored in every direction. 

Gen. Woon writes thatthe entire force under Drs. 
Nelson and Cote, about 600 strong, surrendered to 
|him at 2 o’clock, P. M., on the Ist inst. near the 
| Canada line, about one mile north of the village of 

Alburgh Springs, Vt., with all their cannon, small 
arms, and ammunition. Previous to this, Gen. W. 
had taken one piece of artillery, and nine loads of 
ammunition prepared for artillery and muskets. 
Drs. Nelson and Cote were in the custody of Gen. 
W., by whom they would be surrendered to the civil 
authorilies. The British troops were within six or 
eight miles of the invading camp at the time of the 


| surrender. 


The whole frontier, from St. Albans to Watertown, 
is entirely tranquillized—probably not to be again 


| disturbed. 


Gen. Woon left St. Albans for Plattsburgh and 
Champlain on Sunday morning. 

Col. Worrm writes that he is just informed by 
express from Gen. Brapy, at the mouth of the De- 
troit river, dated the 26th ult., that on the morning 
of the 24th, the individuals under the command of 
McLeod, made good their foothold on an uninhabit- 
ed island on the British side, and appeared to threaten 
an attack upon Malden. When the troops at Mal- 
den moved towards the island, the invaders fled, 
without making any resistance. On reaching the 
American shore, they were disarmed by the forces 
under Gen. Brapy and the civil authorities, and 
dispersed. 

McLeod, at the last date, was pursued by the mar- 
shals, and, it was believed, would be arrested. The 
re-action against these proceedings is general, and it 
is not a little accelerated by the want of courage 
exhibited on this and other occasions.—Albany Ar- 
gus. 





There is every reason to flatter ourselves that the 
danger which has so visibly impended for some weeks 
past, of a bloody war being engendered on our north- 
ern border, by combinations against the laws and 
against our friendly relations with Great Britain, is 
now over. We trust that there will be no disappoint- 


ment of this hope; and from the opinion expressed by 


our New York correspondent, and concurrent informa- 
tion from all quarters, our trust amounts almost toa 
firm reliance. 

It would be ungenerous to withhold the expression 


fortable as possible. After they had proceeded this of the gratification which we have experienced at the 
distance, however, a young Indian, who had losta/ exhibition of combined energy, promptitude, and dis- 

rother in the battle with Col. Taytor’s command | c1®ion, on the part of the oflicers of the army, who, 
tushed upon Dr. Leitner, as he lay on a blanket,| with so slender a force in their hands, have mainly 
and, sending up a hellish yell, shot him dead with| contributed in putting down the lawless insurrection 
his rifle.— Courier. within our own limits, under pretence of exuberant 
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Canadian Patriotism. The signal service rendered to} Joseph F. Green, 
their country, on this occasion, will render yet more} Algernon 8. Worth, 
dear to their countrymen the respected names ofj Zachariah Holland, 
Scott, Woot, Brapy, and Worta.—National In-| John DeCamp, 
telligencer. —_— Bushrod W. Hunter, } 


Tur War in Sovra Amertca.—The follow- | Geoorge Clymer, | 
ing isan extract from a letter dated Guayaquil, Isaac Brinckerholf, 
Nov. 24. Win. M. Wood, 

‘© The war between Chili and Peruis still pending. | J- Vaughan Smith, E ‘ 
The expedition, which sailed from Valparaiso, con- Jones W. Plummer. , To be Surgeons in the Navy, 
sisted of 16 men of war and 18 transports. The land| Geo. B. McKnight, {fromthe 20th February, 1833. 
forces, 3%00 strong, landed at Quilca, and marched Solomon Sharp, 
thence to Arequipa. General Santa Cruz was uni- Daniel Egbert, ’ 
ting his forces to attack them, and it was supposed| 4mos G. Gambrill, 
a battle would take place soon. Santa Cruz would} W.A.W.Spottswood, ) CaF 
have about 5,000 nen. He hassome good officers in J. W. B. Greenhow, of New York, - 
his army, among ge “a Generals Brown and | Feorge ae : + sao Nat 
Lopez.”—N. Y¥. Com. Adv. iarles J. Bates, of Massachusetts, ee 
, Win. A. Green, of Pennsylvania, = oe 

From the New York Journal of Commerce. | Win. Grier, of Maryland, ay a 

TeRMINATION OF THE WAR BETWEEN Peru anv! Edwin A, Conway, of Virginia, from the 7th of 
Cutir.—By aletter from our correspondent at Mazat- | J. Winthrop Taylor, of New Jersey, “March. 1838 
Jan, dated Jan. 15th, we learn that the war between | Jas. Monroe Minor, of Virginia, . : 
Peru and Bolivia, on the one part, and Chili and Bue- | Buckner T. McGill, of Virginia, 
nos Ayres on the other, had been brought to a close, | Philemon Baker, of New Jersey, J 
and a treaty of peace signed and ratified. Our cor- | i. 
respondent speaks of having forwarded a copy of the | Extract of aletter dated U.S. Suip INDEPENDENCE, 
treaty, in company with the letter, but it has not yet | Rio JANerro, Dec 17, 1837. 
come to hand. We are consequently ignorant of the| “As our commander has made several changes 
conditions on which peace was offered and accepted, | 2mong our officers, I send you a correct list, which 
or from which of the two contending parties the pro- | You may have published if you please :— Com. John 
position came. Our last advices, via Buenus Ayres, | B. Nicolson; Lieutenants, J. Pope, J. L. Lardner, 
represented the cause of the Protector to be in a bad | A. Paine, H. K. Hoff, C. H. Davis, C.-M. Arm- 
Way ; buta good deal of allowance must be made for} strong, Wm. H. Noland. lst Master T. P. Green ; 
false coloring. 2d, John Rogers. Purser. T. Breese. Surgeon, Wa- 

This intelligence was brought to Mazatlan by the| ters Smith. Capt. of Marines, T.S. English. Com. 
U.S. schooner Boxer, Lieut. Nicholson, 45 days from |”andant’s Sec’ry, L. Goodwin McBlair.  Capt’s. 
Callao ; officers and crew all well; U.S. ship North | Clerk, Littleton Polk. P. Ass’t. Surgeon, W. Max. 
Carolina was at Callao Dec. 2d, to sail on the 8th for Well Wood. ss’t. do. A. J. Bowie. Passed Mid- 
Valparaiso. ‘The brig Ann, of Baltimore was the | shipmen, S. Larkin, C. Griffin, J. Moorehead, N. 
only American merchantman in port. The following |G. Bay, J. Strong, C. W. Morris, M. E. Stokes, S. 
is a list of the officers attached to the Boxer, Jan. 15:;M- Dod. Midshtpmen,S. B. Thompson, A. G. Cla 

Wm. C. Nicuotson, Esq., Lieut. Commanding ; \"y, Wm. A. Parker, W. Gwathmey, J. C. Henry, J. 
John Weems, J. R. Sully, Henry Walke, Lieuts.; | Riddle, Wm. W allace, C. H. Slade, I. N. Morris, H. 
Lewis W. Minor, Surgeon; Samuel Forrest, Purser ;| A. Clemson, J. W. Ripley, E. Thompson, J. P. De- 
J. N. Taylor, Thos. H. Patterson, R. M. Bowland, | catur, R. H. Wyman, E. Beale. Boatswain, Wm. 
Midshipmen; —— Jones, Captain’s Clerk. : B. Foster. Gunner, Thomas Robinson. Carpen- 

ter, John Green. Sailmaker, Isaac Whitney. Pur: 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, | ser’s Clerk, Samuel C. Hooper. 


: - . The U.S. brig Dolphin, Lieutenant Commandant 
My GAS Wh the aduict-and consent of the Senate, Slidell, is here, but will sail in a few days for Bahia, 


oe - cee 7s ? To be Captains in the| Navy, from | to relieve the sloop of war Fairfield ; also the French 
ilip F. Voorhe *¢ the 23th February, 1838. frigate Minerva, and English frigates Dublin and 

Benjamin Cooper, _ | Action.” 

Henry W. Ogden, to be a Commander in the Navy, 
from the 31st January, 1838. 























List of officers 6n board the U.S. ship Concord, 


Ebenezer Ridgeway, ) sailed from Pensacola on the 17th ult. on a cruize 
Thos. A. Conover, down the Gulf of Mexico: 

John C. Long, | To be Cominanders in the Va- Anprew FirzHueH, Esq., Commander; T. J. 
John H. Graham, $ vy, from the 28th February, | Leib, J. P. McKinstry, Lieutenants ; J. DeCamp, J. 
James M.MclIntosh, 1838. K. Bowie, Acting Lieutenants; Mifflin Coulter, Sur- 
Josiah Tatnall, | geon; N. Wilson, Purser; G. M. White, Acting Mas- 
Hugh N. Page, J ter; S.D. Trenchard, W. F. Shields, Camillus Saun- 


Theodore P. Green, | ders, W. W. Polk, G. H. Cooper, Midshipmen; Ben- 
John R. Tucker, To be Lieutenants in the Navy, | jamin Burton, Gunner; John Beggs, Sailmaker. 
Richar.] W. Meade, { from the 20th December, 1837. 
Thos. J. Page, 





New Beprorp, Feb. 27.—We have satisfaction 


George Minor, ) in announcing the safe return of the U. S. Revenue 
Percival Drayton, Cutter M’Lane, after a cruise of some weeks. Tii¢ 
Wm. Preston Griffin, enterprise of her commanding officer, Lieut. STUB: 
Oliver Tod, ais, and his fearlessness of danger when the inter 
Robert F. Pinkney, ests of the mariner were to be subserved, are well 
‘Thos: R. Rootes, known to our citizens; and such has been the in- 


Edward M. Yard, clemency of the weather that no little apprehensio" 


: mes wen ‘ it 
Jas. T. McLaughlin, To be Lieutenants in the Navy, has been entertained for the safety of the gallant /i 


James M. Gilliss, ee : aa’ | tle vessel and her daring crew. But they are return 
Alexander Gibson, Srom the 28th February, 1838. | oq jy safety to us, and we are rejoiced. We shall 


Wm.S. Young, publish, as soon as we are furnished with it, a narra- 
Wm. W. Bleecker, tive of her cruise, with an account of the various 10° 
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stances in which her timely assistance has prevented 
from loss the property of our citizens, and the num 
ber of gallant tars they have rescued from a watery 
grave.—Mercury. 


We notice the appointment of J. W. Dwyer, of 
Tennessee, toa Pursership in our navy. ’Tis but 
right that the citizens of our sister States in the west 
and south-west, should receive appointments into our 
navy, that they may share alike the toils and plea- 
sures of the sea service. In looking over the Naval 
Register for this year, we are struck with surprise 
at seeing so few lieutenants aud midshipmen, who 
are appointed from citizens of our western and 
south-western States; several of the States east of 
the mountains have certainly more midshipmen than 
their representation in Congress entitles them to. 
This thing should be looked to, by the appointing 
power, and the proper remedy applied. Our west- 
ern brethren must not be neglected by withholding 
from them a fair representation in that pride of our 
country, the \Vavy.— United States Gazelle. 


licut Saip.—The light ship built in this city 
some months since, will be taken to her moorage, 
15 miles S. E. of Sandy Hook light to-morrow morn- 


ing, by the steamboat Brooklyn. The anchorage of 


this vessel will be near the place in which the old 
light ship was stationed, in 1827, removed to the 
“Five Fathom Bank,” off the Delaware, in 1830, on 
the erection of the light on the Highlands of Neve- 
sink. The present light ship is of about 350 tons 
burthen, drawing 10 1-2 feet water, and will be an- 
chored by two mushroom anchors, weighing each 
about one ten. Her forward light will be 30 feet 
above the deck, and the after one 40 feet in height, 
each having 80 squares of glass, which enclose their 
lights. She is also provided with a bell of 800 Ibs. 
weight, which will be rungin thick weather, for the 
government of vessels in the hearing of itssound, and 


will no doubt be of great service to vessels approach- | 


ing our coast. Would it not be well for the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, under whose charge she is 
placed, to have a plentiful supply of provisions placed 
on board, for the supply of vessels on the coast,— 
New York Mercantile Advertiser. 


The U. S. brig Pioneer, Captain Newman, mount- 
ing ten guns, which belongs to the Exploring Ex- 
pedition, and has been ordered out as one of the re- 
lief squadron, while returning from a cruise on the 
eastern coast, throngh the Sound, was stranded on 
the rocks at 3 o’clock on Sunday morning. The U. 
8. steam frigate, commanded by Lieut. Lynch, went 
down to her relief, got her off, and towed her to the 
Navy Yard, N. Y., without damage. 


The steam frigate Fulton returned to this port on 
Saturday last, from a cruise, during which she en- 
countered very severe weather, with safety. A 
splendid Naval Ball was given by her officers, at the 
City Hotel, in reciprocation of the hospitable atten- 
tions of the citizens of this place—JVew London 
Gazette. 


Col. Joan Stevens, of Hoboken, an officer in 
the Revolution, and distinguished for his many pub- 
lic services and private virtues, died at his residence 
on Friday evening. Col. Stevens was a graduate of 
Columbia College, in this city, where he was the 


SMALL POX AMONG THE INDIANS. 

Official accounts, of the most melancholy and ap- 
palling character, have been received at Washing- 
|ton, respecting the extraordinary, and, we may add, 

unprecedented ravages made by the small pox among 
the Indians of the Upper Missouri. Several entire 
tribes have been already annihilated by this loath- 
some disease, and its devastating effects, it is be- 
|lieved, would be extended across the continent, and 
|Only be arrested by the Pacific ocean. 

| The circumstances under which the disease was 
‘introduced into that region are thus related in the 
| St. Louis Bulletin :—In the latter end of April last, 
| Messrs. Pratte, Chouteau & Co., of St. Louis, started 
their steamboat, the St. Peters, with supplies for 
their various trading posts on the Upper Missouri, 
, and she was destined to Fort Union, about 2,000 miles 
‘above St. Louis, having on board, at the same time, 
\the annuity goods due from the Government toa 
number of tribes on that river. When the boat ar- 
rived at the Black Snake Hills, a trading post sixty 
| miles above Fort Leavenworth, and about 500 miles 
jubove St. Louis, there was a mulatto man on board, 
| who became affected with what was then supposed 
| to be the measles, but by the time the boat reached the 
‘agency for Council Biuffs, where the annuities for 
‘several tribes were deliverable, it was ascertained to 
| be a case of small pox, and, as a matter of course, 
/had been communicated to others on board, though 
‘they had not yet experienced its effects. The boat 
| was then far advanced into the Indian country, had 
passed several tribes, with whom it was impractica- 
'ble, under the circumstances, to prevent an inter- 
/course, some of whom had no doubt taken the dis- 
ease ; and it must be obvious to every individual at 
all acquainted with the situation and wandering ha- 
bits of all the Indians in that region, that no human 
‘efforts could have checked the progress of the dis- 
ease, or prevented it from being communicated to 
the different bands, when once introduced among a 
single tribe. It is, we apprehend, needless to ob- 
‘serve, that all reasonable precautions were used by 
‘the whites to prevent such a calamity. The agents 
_of Government were on board, and independent of 
‘humane motives, both the interest and personal safe- 
ty of every white man in the country made such a 
course necessary. 

The official information to which we have refer- 
red, is contained in the following 

Extract from a letter from Major Pilcher, dated 

Sr. Lovis, Feb. 27, 1838. 

Sir: Having received authentic information from 
the remote region of the Upper Missouri, of a highly 
‘important character, I deem it my duty to commu- 
nicate it without delay, though not entirely applica- 
ble to my own agency, having, as I conceive it does, 
a bearing upon Mr. Harris’s letter of the 11th ult. 

{t appears that the effects of the small pox among 
most of the Indian tribes of the Upper Missouri sur- 
pass all foriner scourges, and that the country through 
which it has passed is literally depopulated, and con- 
verted into one great graveyard. The Mandans, 
consisting of 1,600 souls, had been reduced, by the 
Ist of October last, to thirty-one persons. The Gros 
Ventres, of Minetarees, a tribe about one thousand 
strong, took the disease a month later than their 
neighbors, the Mandans. One-half Lad perished, 
and the disease was still raging. They, no doubt, 
shared the same fate with the Mandaaos. The Rica- 
ras, who had recently joined the last named tribes, 
and numbered about three thousand, were most of 


classmate of Gouverneur Morris, Bishop Moore, andy them out on a hunting excursion when the disease 


Peter Van Schaick. After the close of the War of 
the Revolution, he devoted himself to mechanical 
Pursuits, and set in motion on the Hudson a steam- 
oat, constructed by himself, a few weeks after Ful- 
ton’s successful experiment. His steamboat was the 
rst that attempted the navigation of the open sea, 
aving sailed from New York to Philadelphia.—_Vew 
York Express. 


broke out among the Mandans, and, consequently, 
received it something later. One half of them had 
fallen, and the disease was raging with unabated fu- 
ry, not more than one out of fifty recovering from it. 
Most of those that survived subsequently committed 
suicide, despairing, I suppose, at the loss of friends, 
and the changes wrought by the disease in their per- 
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sons—some by shooting, others by stabbing, and some | 


_NAVY. 





by throwing themselves from the high precipices | 
along the Missouri. The great band of Assineboins, 
say 10,000 strong, and the Crees, numbering about 
3,000, have been almost annihilated ; and, notwith- | 
standing all the precaution used by the gentlemen | 
engaged in the trade of that remote region to prevent | 





ORDERS, 
March 6— Mid. T. B. Barrett, Naval School, N. York 
7—Passed Asst. Surgeon W.M. Wood, per- 


Mission to return to the U.S. from ship Independence, 
when relieved. 


Asst. Sur. A. J. Wedderburn, detached from frigate 


it, the disease had reached the Blackleet of the} Constellation, when relieved by another officer. 


Rocky Mountains; a band of 1,000 lodges had been | 
swept off, and the disease was rapidly spreading | 
among the different bands of that great tribe, num- | 
bering, I think, about 60,000 souls. I have no doubt | 
but the predictions contained in my letter of the 27th | 


ultimo will be fully realized, and all the Indians on | 
the Columbia river, as far‘as the Pacific Ocean, will 
share the fate of those before alluded to. 
Gen. WitttaAm CLARK, 
Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
It is stated in the Washington Globe that as soon | 
as authentic accounts of the ravages of the small pox | 
among the tribes on the Missouri were received, in- | 
quiries were promptly instituted by the proper an-) 
thorities to ascertain their origin and extent, and| 
measures adoptedto afford alleviation, and, where | 
practicable, to prevent further infection. Funds for | 
vaccinating the Indians were immediately remitted, | 
with authority to employ the necessary agents. 


ANoTHER REVOLUTIONARY HERO GONE.— | 
Major Gen. Benjamin Moores,a veteran of the Revo- | 
luiion, who lived a long life honored and beloved by | 
all who knew him, died at Plattsburgh on the 20th | 
inst. in the 80th year of his age. We shall publish | 
an appropriate tribute to his memory to-morrow.— | 
Albany Evening Journal. 





—s ' 
A Frencu Friver.—Capt. Flanders, of the ship | 


Rose, who arrived at New Orleans on the 23d ult., | 
reports that on the 4th, off Cape Nichola Mole, he 


au Prince squadron. 


ARMY. 
OFFICIAL. 
PROMOTIONS. 
SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 
First Lieut. E. D. Bullock, to be Captain, Jan. 29, 
1838, vice Graham, resigned. 
Second Lieut. N. W. Hunter, to be First Liecut., Dec. 
31, 1837, vice Forsyth, resigned. 
SIXTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
First. Lieut. Wm. Hoffman, to be Captain, | Feb., 
1838, vice Nute, resigned. 
Second Lieut. W. H. T. Walker, te be First Lieut., 1 
Feb , 1838, vice Hoffman promoted. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Albert E. Church, Ist Lieut. 3d reg’t art’y, to be 
Professor of Mathematics, at the Military Academy. 
James S. Sanderson, late Sergeant Major of the 7th 
Inf., to be 2d Lieut. 7th Inf., 1 March, 1833. 
RESIGNATION. 
Ist Lieut. Z. M. P. Maury, 2d Drags., 28th Feb.,1533. 
SPECIAL ORDERS. 

No. 8. March 6—Leave of absence for six months to 
Col. Kearny, and for four months to Majcr Wharton, 
Ist Dragoons. 

Leave of absence for six months to Capt. M. Scott, 
5th Inf. 

No.9. March 10—Leave of absence for six months 
to Bvt. Lt. Col. Pierce, Ist Arty. 

RECRUITING SERVICE. 

March 2-—-Lieut. Wm. N.Grier, Ist Drag., ordered on 
the recruiting service for his regiment, at Harrisburgh, 
Penna. 

March 5—Lieut. and Adjt. Turner, and Licut R. G. 
Stockton, ordered to Fort Gibson, Arks., with a detach- 
ment of dragoon recruits for the squadron at that post. 

March 3—Lieut. J. W. Penrose, 2d Inf., ordered to 
Newport, Ky., to conduct a detachment of recruits from 
that post to Tampa Bay. 




















iv : e€ "war sels, part of the Port | ; - 
saw five French men of war vessels, part ° | while at anchor under the Breakwater in the Delaware, 


lost her boat, and been blown off to sea; found her in 
————— | distress for provisions, wood and water, and left hera 


\supply for ten days. March 2, boarded brig Hanford, 


| from Martinique, bound to N. Haven, and barque Frede- 
rick, from Prussia, with a cargo of wheat for a market. 
|The ‘Taney experienced a severe gale near the Guif 


Purser 'T. M. Taylor, detached from schr. Grampus, 
when Purser Dwyer joins. 

Lt. J. P. McKinstry, detached from ship Concord, 
when another officer joins. 

Lt. J. T. Homans, to report to Maj. Gen. Scott for com- 
mand of steamboat Barcelona or Fulton. 

Passed Asst. Sur. J. F. Sickels, transferred from ship 
Levant to Navy Yard, New York. 

Lt. J. H. Marshall, Receiving Ship, New York. 

Asst. Sur. J. J. Abernethy, transferred from frigate 
Macedonian to ship Levant. . 

March 10—P. Mid. R.S. Trapier, furlough 12 mos. 

Mid. W. Ross Postell, do. do. 

Boatswain John Miller, Rec’g Ship, N. York. a 

Mid. 1. HW. flarrison, transferred from frigate Mace- 
donian to ship Levant. 

Mid. W. tf. deJongh, detached from W.I. Squadron, 

APPOINTMENTS. 
John Shannon, acting Boatswain, March 3. 
John Miller, do March 10. 
RESIGNATION. 
William Bargen, acting Boatswain, March 6, 
VESSELS REPORTED. 

Ship Independence, Com. Nicolson, and brig Dolphin, 
Lt. Com’dt Mackenzie, at Rio Janeiro, Jan. 12; the lat- 
ter sailed for Bahia on the I4th. 

REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 

Report of the Taney, Capt. J. A. Webster, arrived at 
Norfolk, Saturday, March 3, from a cruise. 

Feb. 27, boarded Prussian brig Active, from La Ro- 
chelle, with a cargo of brandy, &c., out two months, 
bound to New York, supplied her with water. Feb. 
28, lat. 35 50, long. 75.17, brig Wave, from New York, 
bound to Philadelphia, with a valuable cargo; had been 
out 17 days, having parted both cables on the 3d day, 


| Stream, and laid to 24 hours: has returned to port for 
| wood and water. 

| Report of the Washington, Capt. Hunter, arrived at 
| Norfolk, Sunday, March 4, from a cruise. 

Feb. 27, boarded Prussian barque Frederick, of and 
from Volyast for New York, put into Hampton Roads. 
March 1, Cape Henry bearing west 60 miles, boarded 
| brig Overman, of Kennebunk, from Porto Rico, bound to 
|N. York; 2d, Cape Henry W. S. W. 45 miles, schr. 
Hester & Eliza, of and from Fastport for Baltimore; 
same day off Cape Henry, brig Mary Helen, of and from 
Boston bound to Alexandria, put into Hampton Roads. 
Offercd supplies to the above vessels but they wanted none 


MARRIAGE, 
In Washington city, on the 7th inst., by the Rev. 
Mr. Haw ey, Lieut. JOHN NAVARRE MACOMBof 


ithe 4th regiment of artillery, aid-de-camp to the Gen- 
| eral in Chief, to Miss CZARINA, third daughter of Maj. 
Gen. Macoms, 

In Charleston, S. C. on the 28th ult., THOMAS F. 
DRAYTON, late of the U. S. army, to EMMA C. 
POPE, of Hilton Head. 

DEATHS. 

At Baston, on the 4th inst., Miss Virainia Davis, 
ed 15, step daughter of Major D. Witcox, of U.S. A. 
and eldest daughter of the late Lieut. James J. DAvis; 
Ist regiment U.S. Artillery. 

At Cambridgeport, Mass., on the 24th ult., Mary 
Wuitrine, aged 4 years and7 months, eldest daughter 
of Lieut. F. E. Hust, of the army. 


At New Orleans, on the 23d ult., in the 30th year of 
his age, Lieut. JOHN CONNOR, of the Sth inf’y, U.S A- 
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